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Inyo Crest Trail By:  Jim Kenney 

     We all met at the theatre parking lot on Saturday morning, June 21, for 
the oft-postponed Swansea to Cerro Gordo Gear Grinder BLM Adopt-a-Trail 
run. We had planned to do this in May, but a couple of other runs changed 
the plans. Attending were:  Members:  Ben & Shelly Brockwell; Will & Lizzy 
Brockwell; Jack Brown; Sean Dunn; Jerry & Mary Grimsley; Dan & Mary 
Kus; Jeff McKnight; Randy & Karen Schortzmann & grandson, Chase; Mike 
Stone; Chris Watson & Chelsea Coen.  Guests:. Carl & Jamie Dorey and 
kids Lila & Ty; Don Dunn; Stan & Karen Dye; Jeff Hartkopf; Dr. Ramin & 
Michelle Gabbai; Curtis & Laura Martin; and 3 other friends of Dr. Gabbai. I 
had invited Ramin Gabbai, one of my doctors from Ceders-Sanai. He had so 
much fun on an El Paso Mtns. trip with rental Jeeps, he went out and bought 
a new '14 Jeep Unlimited and this would be his first trip! He also brought 
some friends. We picked up Gary Luckeroth & Suzette at Pearsonville. 
     We made our way to Olancha for a comfort stop and gas for those that 
might need it. In the process we managed to split up the group and a couple 
of vehicles didn't make the turnoff onto 190. We spent the better part of 45 
minutes rescuing the missing vehicles. Thank goodness for cell phones and 
service; and Jack, Gary and others for helping! While the rest of us waited 
where we were, I made the decision to split the run into two groups, and 
Jerry Grimsley agreed to take the front group on up to Swansea, while the 
rest of us help co-ordinate the reuniting of the second group. We also gave 
out the two handheld CB's the club now has, and this helped to better 
communications within the group. I wish I had thought of it earlier! Thanks 
Jack. 
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Airing down at Swansea. 

Photo taken by Karen 
Schortzmann. 

 
Everyone parked at the Burgess Mine. 

Photo taken by Curtis Martin. 
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Matt Gardepe spotting. 
 

The cabin at the Burgess Mine in the  
Inyo Mountains. 

Photo taken by Karen Schortzmann 

Suzette out a long ways on the Salt Tram. 
Photo taken by Jack Brown  

Gary was seen all over the mountain 
People looking over the C/O Tower. 

Photo by Karen Schortzmann 

  
     By the time the second group made it to Swansea, the 
Jerry led first group were aired down, and it seemed 
appropriate to send them on, since we tended to get 
strung out anyway on the trip up. I would continue to lead 
the second group.  
     The first group moved on up the trail, stopping for a 
few minutes just above the split (more difficult to the right, 
less to the left) to take a look at the very tall tram tower 
just up slope. Since we hadn’t heard anything more from 
the 2nd group, we continued down thru the small valley 
and up toward the rocky shelf road. With that behind us, 
we continued on up, climbing higher and higher to a little 
cooler climate. It’s a long, relatively steep climb, but soon 
we were into the pinion pines and then to our first stop to 
wait for the 2nd group. By the time they finally showed up, 
we had been there going on 30 minutes and had broken 
out our lunches.  
     The 2nd group headed up the Swansea grade, with 
me pointing out historical items and answering questions. 
We made it past the first fun side trip with even Dr. 
Gabbai taking the "fun" route. We very carefully crawled 
up the stair steps and I didn't hear of anybody getting 
hung up although there were some scrapes, and we 
stopped for pictures at the top. We continued on through 
the big wash pointing out some rockwork and talking 
about how the Native Americans used hunting blinds to 
get Big Horn Sheep. There has been a considerable 
amount of water through this big wash area in the last 
couple of years and the road meanders right through the 
bottom of it. Sometimes staying on the right road was a 
bit iffy! The trees started soon after and then we were in 
the really rocky section before the 2 big campsites, where 
we met the first group having lunch. Ironically this was the 
same campground some of us had recently hauled 
supplies to for the Metabolic Studios Mule Trip. 
    After lunch the two groups continued on up, taking the 
side trip to Burgess Mine area; the first place you can see 
both the Owens Valley and Saline Valley from the same 
place. Those that had not been on this trip before loved 
the spectacular view.  
     Heading back down we, made for the Salt Tram 
Summit Crossover Station and Caretaker Cabin. We 
spent considerable time here, as many had never seen 
this before. The city folks were astounded to find this 
construction out in the middle of nowhere, and had many 
questions about the tram and the Salt Company.  
     Loading up we headed for Boiler Canyon and the 
infamous scree downhill. It wasn't in too bad a shape but I 
thought the approach was rougher than I remember. Like 
maybe more water had run down the trail since last year. 
Down we went, making sure to point out the old Scout 
monument! The rest of the trip proved uneventful until we 
reached the shelf road just before CG. There was much 
chatter on the radio and prep to be prepared for pics as  
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we rounded the curve and first saw Cerro Gordo in the 
late afternoon sun. I found out later that some of the 
passengers on the "outside" weren't particularly thrilled 
about the shelf road, but from my point of view it was 
fine! 
     This was the end of the official run. Some folks 
decided to go on a Jerry led historical walk around the 
town, some of us visited with the couple doing the on-
site caretaking while Robert was off the mountain, and 
some decided to go on home. Everybody I talked to had 
a good time (well except maybe those outside 
passengers!) and Dr. Gabbai and his friends seemed to 
be blown away by what they saw. They were surely 
surprised by what they saw outside the "big city"! Some 
of us finished up the day by having Dinner at the Ranch 
House Cafe. 
     We learned some lessons! Sometimes with a big 
group, we might need to consider having two trail 
bosses to better manage the logistics, and we certainly 
need to make sure everybody has some sort of radio to 
be able to communicate. I think having both of these in 
place would have saved us considerable anguish. 
     A big thanks to all that went; those that helped find 
the lost Jeeps (!); and especially to Jerry Grimsley for 
jumping in and leading the first group. It would have 
been a real mess without all the help 
 

 

Looking 
up the 
main 
street 

from in 
front of 

the 
hotel. 
Photo 

taken by 

Karen S. 

Mike 
Patterson’s 
exclusive 

Cerro Gordo 
Root Beer 

on the bar in 
the 1871 

American 
Hotel.  

Photo taken 
by Suzette 
Kurtovich. 

Next month’s Show–n–Shine will be August 8th 
the first NON-FLEX FRIDAY of the month,  

6:30pm at the Pizza Factory. 
So shine up that 4x4 and bring it on down to  

show it off as well as to have dinner,  
talk Jeeps, and spend some time with friends. 

 
 

 

COYOTE RIDGE 
WHEN:  August 9, 2014, 7:00am drivers meeting; 7:30 departure. 

WHERE:  Theater Parking lot 

WHAT TO BRING:  Your 4X4 with full tank of gas;  

  You don’t need to bring lunch, as it will be provided for you on the trail. 

ITINERARY:  Drive to Bishop; comfort stop & gas. Take Coyote Valley Rd to Coyote 

Ridge; lunch at old cabin; go to mine in small groups; return to cabin and head back down. 

Leave as a group to come home or find your own way. 

TRAILBOSS:  Sean Dunn can be reached for questions or to RSVP on Face Book on the 

Gear Grinders page or at:  760-608-3361 or 

At:  ghettodunn@hotmail.com 
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BRIAN REED is just a phone-call away for YOUR 4-
WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES PART NEEDS at ….. 

PROMOTING PUBLIC LANDS FOR RESPONSIBLE MULTIPLE USE 

 

CLUB CALENDAR at a GLANCE  
Jul 23 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Jul 24 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Aug 8 Show-n-Shine, 6:30pm @ Pizza Factory 
Aug 9 Coyote Ridge – info above 
Aug 27 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Aug 28 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Aug 28-Sep 1 Bridgeport area – more info later when it 

becomes available. Mark your calendar. 
Sep 5 Show-n-Shine, 6:30pm @ Pizza Factory 

 
 

2014 TRAIL BOSSES NEEDED 
AUG   9 – Coyote Ridge – Sean Dunn   
AUG 28-Sep 1- Bridgeport – Gary Luckeroth 

SEP 
OCT   11-13 Mazurka – Scott Wood 
  TBD Eureka/Saline Valley – TBD ??? 

NOV  7-9 PVD 
DEC   6 Christmas Party 
 

 

DON’T FORGET TO CONTACT 

Jack Brown to volunteer to lead a run at: 
brown3178@mchsi.com Or:  760-375-3512 

         
    
            

 

 
 

CLUB WEBSITE 
Please check the club website for the latest information 

regarding meetings & runs at: 
www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/ 

 

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL FRONT 
Get updates and information at: 

http://www.nplnews.com/ 
Office located at:  941 E. Ridgecrest Blvd or call @ 760-371-1073 

 

June Meeting HILITES 
     The meeting was called to order by President Randy 
Schortzmann. 
     We welcomed returning guests:  Stan & Karen Dye; Tim & 
Laurel Fletcher; and Curtis & Laura Martin. 
     The minutes from the May meeting were read by Vanessa 
Zurn and approved as read. 
     Mail included letter received from R.A. Wiley, Captain, Navy 
Commanding Officer thanking us for our participation last year in 
Community Day and hoping we’ll be there this year. Also 
received announcement of new DAC members, with Jim Kenney 
representing Outdoor Recreation. 
     Jim Kenney  gave the Treasurer’s report. 
     COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Board of Directors:  We had a 
quick B of D meeting before the meeting. We are also going to 
meet at a later date and review the By-Laws and update as 
needed.  R/C Roundtable:  Tomorrow the South Park Bridge will 
be discussed.  Web Page:  Need to address in By-Laws Face 
Book & Web page. 
     TRIP REPORTS:  Matt Gardepe discussed Freeway Ridged; 
Jim Kenney gave the Inyo Crest Trail report; Joe Rodriguez 
reported on Sherman Pass and Big Bear Fest; Gary gave his 
take on the Mina Poker Run; and Randy reported they tried to go 
to a State Park north of Beatty, only to find it was inside the NV 
test site. 
     50/50 Drawing:  $86 was taken in and $43 was won by Mary 
Grimsley. 
      OLD BUSINESS:  For CORVA club membership, we need 10 
members to full fill the requirement of 10 paid members. Some 
are already members of CORVA. 
     New Business:  1. Don Snyder showed us a hand-held 
battery charger from West Coast Battery, cost $120-$140. Good 
for 3 or 4 charges before needing recharged. 2. Get with trail 
boss for vehicle recommendations and put in run flyer vehicle 
requirements. 3. Matt Shaw leading night run into El Paso’s on 
July 12. 4. Scott Wood leading Mazurka Canyon run on 
Columbus weekend.  5. Stan & Karen Dye, Tim & Laurel 
Fletcher, & Curtis & Laura Martin are all eligible for membership. 
Were all voted in. Welcome to you all.  
 
. 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit our members who are in 
business! 

Scott & Lynn Wood have all of your pet needs  
right here in Ridgecrest! 

mailto:brown3178@mchsi.com
http://www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/
http://www.nplnews.com/

