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Labor Day in Bridgeport  
By:  Gary Luckeroth 
     Myself & Suzette arrived at camp on Friday morning, August 29

th
, about 9:30 

where Bill & Samela Dorey; Don & Niki Dunn; Sean Dunn; George & Linda Graham; 
Bill & Kathy Martin; Bill Maddux; Jeff McKnight, Curtis & Laura Martin; Carol 
Newton; and guests Kevin & Desiree Rowland; Dave & Margaret Phipps, Bob 
Thompson all had camp set. Mike Stone & Belinda Miner arrived Friday afternoon. 
     I unloaded the jeep and we were off to Kavanaugh Ridge. We had lunch in the 
trees at the turn to go up to Kavanaugh Ridge. At the top of the Ridge it was cooler 
and all the lakes had water, but lower than last time. We went back down to the 
Dunderberg Mine Road and back to camp.  
     Saturday morning we headed out Hwy 182 into Nevada, then turned off on 
Sweetwater Canyon and aired down and started up into the Sweetwater Mountains 
to the Belfort Mine site; ELEV 10,200. We stopped and looked around, then headed 
out for Patterson Peak at 11,673 ft. It was cold and windy so we did not stay long. 
We headed down to Lobdell Lake; it’s just a puddle there where there was a Chevy 
Tahoe stuck up to the frame. So we went to see if we could help and get him out. 
We hooked him up to Maddog’s winch on the Land Crusher and he was able to pull 
him out. Then we went back out to some trees and had lunch.    
     After lunch we went to Jackass Flats via a trail that goes north from Lobdell Lake 
on a ridge for about 20 miles. We came out about 5 mi north of Walker, then to 395 
and back to camp.  
     Sunday we did the ghost town loop. We went out HWY 182 to Masonic Road to 
the Chemung Mine; there’s a few buildings and a mill there. We looked around 
there for a while and then headed for Masonic where we had lunch in the trees, very 
near Masonic. Then across the Bodie Hills and down the Geiger Grade to Bodie; it 
was packed and the parking lot was full; they were parked down the road past the 
gate. A few stayed to check out Bodie and the rest of us went back to camp. It was 
a great weekend the weather was perfect and a great bunch of people. There were 
no break-downs or problems …. just great wheeling.  
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CB Channel 1 The group under beautiful skies. 

Photo by Suzette Kurtovich 

  

The Chemung Mine Mill. 
Photo by Sean Dunn. 
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Next month’s Show–n–Shine will be October 3rd 
the first NON-FLEX FRIDAY of the month,  

6:00pm at the Pizza Factory. 
So shine up that 4x4 and bring it on down to  

show it off as well as to have dinner,  
talk Jeeps, and spend some time with friends. 

 
 

 

Another El Paso Night Run 
 By:  Jack Brown 
     All hands met at the Albertson’s parking lot on 
Saturday night, 20 Sept. 2014. Attending were:  Jack 
Brown (trail boss); Benjamin Brockwell; Chelsea Coen 
with Chris Watson riding shotgun; Don & Niki Dunn; 
Sean Dunn; Jim & Donna Kenny; Steve Kline; Gary 
Luckeroth with Suzette riding shotgun; Brian McNamara 
with Ashley riding shotgun; Jeff McKnight with Keith 
Myers riding shotgun; Curtis & Laura Martin; John 
Simonson & Vanessa Zurn; Mike Stone & Belinda 
Miner; Guests were:  Mike & Debbie Dibble; Jeremy 
Dunn with Caden riding shotgun; and Jerry Grimsley 
(tail gunner).  14 Jeeps, one Toyota pickup and one H3 
Hummer.    
     We departed Albertson’s at around 6:30 pm and 
convoyed to Charlie Road turnoff, where we stopped 
and aired down.  Gary L & Suzette joined us there.  
After setting the proper tire pressure we headed out for 
adventure in Goler Gulch and points beyond.  Just 
before the narrows we met two other Jeepers coming 
down, Mike & Cori Pryor and Troy Williams and his 
gang.  After a quick work with them, we headed out 
through the Goler Narrows and out through Hobbs 
Wash. 
     Upon exiting Hobbs Wash, we stopped at the big flat 
spot and spread the tables for dessert; all kinds of 
 

cookies, pastries and a cake that Don Dunn made that 
was totally delicious and added a few unwanted pounds 
to some of us (oh well, more hiking).  Some of us 
gathered up flashlights and UV lights and wandered 
around looking for critters.  Found a scorpion and a 
couple of spiders including one sun spider eating a grass 
hopper that he wasn’t willing to share. 
     Gathering up our tables, etc. we headed out towards 
more adventure.  Snaking across the desert we made it 
out to the power line road where we turned right and 
headed out for a loop around Laurel Mountain to add a 
little more distance to the trip.  While driving the power 
line road we spotted several tarantulas, one of which 
decided to let me carry him around to show to everyone.  
He got his picture taken several times.  I released the 
fuzzy guy back where he came from so he could be on 
his merry way looking for a mate. We headed out, moving 
slowly over Laurel, down the canyon past Ranadis Well 
where we made a quick stop to stretch our legs.  We then 
travelled on down to the old Southern Pacific Railroad 
bed where we stopped to wait for everyone to catch back 
up (and found another scorpion with the UV lights), then 
we made our way to the 395, old Brown road, China Lake 
Blvd intersection where we aired up and called it a night 
at right around midnight.  I had a good time with good 
friends!  
 

 

On the road to the trail head 
with brooding clouds. 
Photo by Ben Brockwell 

Jeremy Dunn in front of Ben 
traveling down the canyon. 

Photo by Ben Brockwell 

A desert dwelling Scorpion is lit up 
with a black light. 

Photo by Ben Brockwell 
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MAZOURKA to EUREKA/SALINE 
WHEN:  October 11-13, 2014,  

WHERE:  Depart from Ridgecrest Theater / Pizza Factory parking lot @ 7:00am. 

ITINERARY:  General:  The run consists of 3 days and 2 nights (camping) with the first 

day going up through Mazourka Canyon.  The second day will have us travelling down 
through Eureka to the Saline hot springs.  The third day will have us leaving the hot springs 
and travelling down through Saline Valley and out to highway 190 and back home. 

Saturday (Oct. 11): we will leave the Pizza Factory/Ridgecrest Theater parking lot at 0700 

a.m. and travel north via 395 to Independence, where we will top off with gas.  Then we will 
travel up through Mazourka Canyon and visiting places like Johnson Springs, Santa Rita Flats 
and Mazourka Peak, where we will probably have lunch.  At Mazourka Peak, on a clear day 
you can see Lone Pine, Independence, Big Pine and Bishop standing in one place.   After 
lunch we will travel through the mountains to Papoose Flats and Squaw Flats and camp in 
Squaw Flats.  Most of the elevations for this day will be in excess of 8,000 feet and almost 
10,000 feet at Mazourka Peak.  Vehicle requirements for Mazourka Canyon is a high profile 
4WD vehicle and a capable driver.  It is quiet rough in some places and has a lot of 4WD 
areas with narrow and steep shelf roads and lots of up and down hills.  Bring cameras, it is a 
beautiful place!  The weather up there might be cold, so bring the right gear. 

Sunday (Oct. 12): we will break camp early and head down to Big Pine to top off with gas.  

After that we will head back up to Death Valley Road and journey into the Eureka Corridor 
and down into Saline Valley. The vehicle requirement again will be high profile 4WD vehicles 
and capable drivers.  We will head to the Saline Hot Springs where we will camp for the 
second night.   

Monday (Oct. 13): we will break camp and head south down Saline Valley, up through 

Grapevine Canyon and across Lee Flats to highway 190 down by the Darwin turnoff.  The 
route then will be west on highway 190 to 395 and south to Ridgecrest. 

WHAT TO BRING: 
Recommended equipment for this trip is as follows:  Extra Gas, tools and whatever to do 
vehicle repairs, shovel, warm clothes (you never can out think mother nature so it’s best to be 
prepared), food and ways to prepare it (due to fire restrictions in California right now I don’t 
think open fires are allowed), water (about 1 gallon of drinking water a day per person), 
flashlights, cameras, first aid kit, etc. etc.  Some things we can share, like cooking stoves and 
stuff like that, and team work and proper planning always works better! 
For some, who want to do Mazourka but not spend the night, then you can travel all the way 
and down to Big Pine and back home (maps will be provided in this case).  For others, who 
don’t want to do Mazourka but want to do the Eureka/Saline run, you can meet us in Big Pine 
at the gas station, on Saturday morning the 11th, and go with us  that way.  To each his own, 
it’s all gonna be fun!    

TRAILBOSSES:  For Mazurka – Scott Wood 

For Eureka/Saline – Bill Maddux can be reached @760-375-2756 or rest@verizon.net 

 

 

 

mailto:rest@verizon.net
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Registration is on line @: 
https://www.corva.org/event-1731607 
 
When  
October 18, 2014 
 
   
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
 
Location  
Spangler Hills OHV Area, Wagon Wheel 
Staging Area 
 
 
 
Registration 
 
(depends on selected options) 
 
Base fee: 
•  Pre-Registration – $20.00 (USD)    
 Special price for everyone! Pre-register 
for the 2014 CORVA Southern 
Jamboree and help support keeping 

OHV recreation open in California 

PANAMINT VALLEY DAYS 
WHEN:  November 7-10, 2014 

WHERE:  Panamint Valley 

PRE-REGISTER:  On the CA4WDC web site: 
http://www.cal4wheel.com/download-panamint-valley-days-registration 

Registration fee:  $50.00 (on site will be more) 
BBQ Dinners served up on Saturday night by Casey’s BBQ of Ridgecrest:  $17.00 

OR plan a pot luck for Saturday night. We’ll discuss at an upcoming meeting. 
Jim Kenney is the On-site Run Coordinator this year with help from Mary Grimsley. 

So mark your calendar, pre-register, & be a trail hand. 

https://www.corva.org/event-1731607
http://www.cal4wheel.com/download-panamint-valley-days-registration
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BRIAN REED is just a phone-call away for YOUR 4-

WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES PART NEEDS at ….. 

PROMOTING PUBLIC LANDS FOR RESPONSIBLE MULTIPLE USE 

 

CLUB CALENDAR at a GLANCE  
Sep 24 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Sep 25 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Oct 3 Show-n-Shine, 6:00pm @ Pizza Factory 
Oct 11-13 Mazourka to Eureka/Saline Corridor 
Oct 18 CORVA Poker Run 
Oct 22 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Oct 23 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Nov 7-9 PVD 
Nov 21 Show-n-Shine, 6:00pm @ Pizza Factory – NOTE: 

The 1st Non-Flex Friday is during PVD 

 

2014 TRAIL BOSSES NEEDED 
OCT   11-13 Mazourka & Eureka/Saline – Scott  

Wood 

            18 – CORVA Poker Run 
 25 – NAWS Community Day –10am-4p 
NOV  7-10 PVD 

DEC   6 Christmas Party 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CONTACT 

Jack Brown to volunteer to lead a run at: 
brown3178@mchsi.com Or:  760-375-3512 

         
    

            

 

 
 

CLUB WEBSITE 
Please check the club Face Book page or our website 
for the latest information regarding meetings & runs at: 

www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/ 
 

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL FRONT 

National Public Lands News 
Get updates & info at:  http://nplnews.com/ 

Office located at:  941 E. Ridgecrest Blvd or call @ 760-371-1073 

 

August Meeting HILITES 
     The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Jack 
Brown. 
     We welcomed returning guest:  Shawn & Kim DeVore; 
Don & Niki  Dunn; and Assoc. member David Bricker. 
     The minutes from the June meeting were read by 
Vanessa Zurn and approved as amended. 
     Mail included a letter from the Searles Valley Museum for 
attending the Pizza Factory fund raiser & Blue Ribbon Coal. 
     Jim Kenney gave the Treasurer’s report. 
     COMMITTEE REPORTS:  R/C Roundtable:  Tomorrow 
a discussion on the South Park Bridge is scheduled and a 
slide show of the pre-draft of the DRECP. 
     TRIP REPORTS:  Sean Dunn reported on Coyote Ridge. 
The Defense Mine night run was with 3 Jeeps. 
     50/50 Drawing:  $44 was taken in and $22.00 was won 
by Carol Newton. 
      OLD BUSINESS:  We now have 13 CORVA members. 
     NEW BUSINESS:  1. Panamint Valley Days – need run 
leaders (not just Gear Grinders). Jim is “on-site” Coordinator 
for runs & needs more help. Jim will be leading Jackpot and 
Gary will be leading the Pleasant Canyon run. With the 
amount of Jeeps going on these runs, a second leader may 
be needed. 2. CORVA is asking for us to man a check point 
for the Poker Run on October 18

th
. 3. Upcoming run: El Paso 

Night run led by Jack Brown; Goler and Mormon Flat, about 
a 3-4 hour run, starting at 6:30pm on Sept. 20

th
. 4. Mazourka 

Canyon run is a 3-day run on Oct 11-13; it will also include 
the Eureka/Saline Corridor. 5. New members voted in are: 
Shawn & Kim DeVore and Don & Niki Dunn. 6. Voted to 
change the sale of 50/50 tickets to before dinner. 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our members who are in 

business! 
Scott & Lynn Wood have all of your pet needs  

right here in Ridgecrest! 

mailto:brown3178@mchsi.com
http://www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/
http://nplnews.com/

