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Sherman Pass 4X4 By:  Jack Brown 

     We departed the Pizza Factory parking lot at around 0730 after waiting for 
some late arrivals:  Members included: Jack & Leslie Brown; Al Green & Bruce 
Thomas; Mary Grimsley; Jim Kenney & passenger Jeff McKnight; Randy & 
Karen Schortzmann & Grandson Chase; Mike & Belinda Stone; Vanessa Zurn 
& John Simonson; and Guests:  Cory & Melissa Ballestero & son Wyatt; Sean & 
Kim Devore & Thomas Garcia; Stan & Karen Dye; Tim Fletcher; Mark Kuttar, 
Isaac Hattendorf & David Lowe; Curtis Martin & Sean Dunn; and Sam & Lisa 
Wood. We traveled to the Nine Mile Canyon turnoff, picking up member Matt 
Gardepe & friend Bobby Daniels at the 395 turnoff and members Joe & Criss 
Rodriguez and Gary Luckeroth & Suzette at Pearsonville.  Made a short stop at 
the turn off to let stragglers catch up and moved on up Nine Mile canyon and 
into the mountains.  We had 17 Jeeps in all and a very large crowd of members 
and guests. 
     We stopped at the trail head to air down and fraternize with each other.  It 
was a very friendly and enjoyable crowd!  Buster was enjoying himself licking 
the cookies etc. off Chase’s (Randy & Karen’s grandson) face. 
     We headed out towards our normal lunch stop, encountering only 9 trees (if 
you count the two little ones; I did) and some fun 4wheeling.  The tree removal 
went fast and easy due to the number of very willful and enthusiastic help!  We 
were about one and one half mile from our lunch stop when I received a radio 
call from Jon from the Bakersfield Trail Blazers that they had finished their end 
and lunch and were heading out.  Jon stated that they had found very few trees 
on their end also. 

     After a nice long lunch the decision was made to take some of the new 

people and guests up to Sherman Peak lookout.  About half of the vehicles,  
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We had lots of 
help to 

roll the big logs 
off the trail 

after they were 

cut. 
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Matt Gardepe spotting. 

 

led by yours truly, went up the trail to play in the snow banks 
and enjoy the view on top.  The rest decided to relax and 
await our return.   
     After our return from up on high, everyone saddled up 
and departed down the mountain to the pavement, where 
we aired up and went on our merry way home.  Almost all 
went down through Kernville with some stopping along the 
way for dinner and beers, etc.  It was a fun and enjoyable 
trip even if the trail boss did miss the turn at the corral, with 
a lot of help from Gary and Matt G., but Curtis M. made us 
feel better with his blind man/walking stick routine!  Payback 
is a bitch, Curtis! 

Gary’s hood up at the AM-PM. 

Gary’s hood up ….. again. 

Gary was seen all over the mountain 
with his hood up; in town and 

alongside the pavement. 

12TH Annual  

BIG BEAR BASH 
By:  Terry Grimsley 
     The end of May was upon us and to many families - 
that means one thing:  Big Bear!  This was the 12th year 
for this annual club run and we had a good turnout.  This 
year the attendees included George & Linda Graham; 
Jerry & Mary Grimsley; Dan & Mary Kus; Gary Luckeroth 
and his girlfriend Suzette; Bill & Cathy Martin; Matt & Ciegi 
Shaw; and of course the trail boss - Terry Grimsley.  We 
were joined for the day on Sunday by Kevin & Desiree 
Rowland and their son Josh in their Broncos.  Because of 
the number joining us this year we decided to try a new 
campsite located in Holcomb Valley, just a couple hundred 
yards east of the campground.  This site provides plenty of 
flat ground and shade for the group as well as protection 
from the winds.  Hopefully the Forrest Service won't rock 
this one off since we lost our old site behind Fawnskin. 
     On Friday, the plan was to run Pontiac Sluice and then 
head over to the top of Rattlesnake Canyon and look for 
Motino Wash.  Five rigs headed out of camp towards the 
trail head.  On the way down Van Dusen Canyon Bill 
Martin noticed a noise coming from under the Jeep and 
when we got to the pavement he asked that we stop to 
investigate.  We took a couple of minutes to look at the 
Jeep and decided that it was ok to continue.  
     The group climbed back into the Jeeps and were 
starting to head out .... when Gary discovered that his Jeep 
wouldn't start.  After fiddling around with it for a while, it 
was determined to be a faulty relay, although Gary swears 
it's Suzette's fault somehow.  With the relay replaced we 
hit the road again.  A few minutes later we stopped so the 
Shaw's could top the Jeep off with gas.  After filling up we 
were off again, or so we thought!  Once again Gary's Jeep 
didn't want to start.  After more fiddling around with the 
relay the Jeep was running again, although there was 
some doubt about the real cause (and it's not Suzette!).  
     Once again we were off and on our way toward the trail 
head.  Not more the five minutes later a call came over the 
radio that Gary's Jeep quit.  By this time we were really 
starting to wonder if this is a sign to go back to camp.  This   
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time around, Gary discovered a loose wire that was the 
cause of the problem all along.  We finally reached our turn 
off, aired down and headed for the start of Pontiac Sluice.  
This trail is a rocky steep climb up the canyon to the top 
called Heartbreak Ridge.  Although the trail is quite rocky, it 
wasn't particularly difficult this year.  The sluice was really 
filled in and probably the easier part of the trail.  At the top 
we took our usual break for lunch.  Afterwards we looped 
around the top of the mountain and headed back down the 
canyon.  Because of our late start, thanks to Gary breaking 
down all over the mountain, we opted to skip looking for 
Motino Wash and head back to camp.  As is tradition, that 
evening the group went to the Senora Cantina for dinner 
and margaritas. 
     On Saturday the plan was the John Bull and Gold 
Mountain trails.  As luck would have it, Gary's Jeep was still 
running so we were able to leave camp on time and head 
for the trail head.  Gold Mountain was its usual self; steep 
and rocky.  As with past years, the trail gets a bit rougher 
each time we run it.  The first major obstacle use to be the 
large slab, but now there's a big pile of nastiness about 50 
yards before the slab.  Fortunately the left line is still pretty 
easy, but the way this spot is changing, who knows how 
long this will last.  We stopped for our usual break at the 
top overlooking Big Bear Lake. 
     Afterwards we dropped down the north side of the 
mountain to 3N16 and then started making our way over to 
John Bull.  The trail we take to access John Bull continues 
to get rougher and is a nice little tune-up for what's to 
come.  We arrived at the gate keeper for John Bull and 
found the trail empty.  Surprising for a Saturday morning!  
After a quick survey of the gate keeper we started making 
our way up the trail.  Although the gate keeper wasn't as 
tough as it has been in the past, the rest of the trail was 
probably as rough as we have seen it over the 12 years we 
have been running it.  About half way up is the obstacle I 
fondly refer to as Granite Hell.  Although it was dug up 
more than the prior year, the right line wasn't any more 
difficult.  There were a couple of large rocks that needed to 
be climbed just a few feet before Granite Hell that were a 
challenge and required some rock stacking to get a couple 
of rigs up them.  After Granite Hell we made our way up to 
our normal lunch spot.  After lunch we dropped down the 
west side of the mountain without any problem.  The final 
rock pile is the gate keeper for the west end of the trail.  It 
was a good day, we finished early, no one needed a rope 
or broke down and Gary's Jeep was still running. 
     On Sunday we ran the White Mountain and Holcomb 
Creek trails.  The Rowland clan arrived and after a short 
visit, we decided to get an early start.  After all, Gary's Jeep 
was still running and we didn't want to tempt fate!  The 
White Mountain trial runs north-west up and down the 
ridges overlooking Lucerne Valley.  By running it in the 
north-west direction we drop down most of the rocky climbs 
that would be a challenge if we were climbing them (next 
time!).  This trail also has some very long and rocky climbs 
& descents.  By the time we finally dropped off of White 
 Mountain we were pretty far north and had a 

 

Gary on a winch line anchored by a Bronco! 

Close-up of winch line attached to Bronco. 

considerable drive to get back to 3N16.  The group 
stopped for lunch just west of Big Pine Flat.  After 
lunch we headed over to the west end of the 
Holcomb Creek trail.  There was a large group of 
vehicles cued at the beginning of trail.  We scouted 
out the gate keeper while the other rigs made their 
way through the rock garden.  This obstacle was 
quite a bit rougher than years past and the Jeeps 
behind the trail boss needed to do some rock 
stacking to get up and over one particularly large 
boulder.  Once again Gary stole the spotlight when 
he high centered on the previously mentioned large 
boulder.  This put something in a bind which 
resulted in some very odd noises coming from the 
Jeep.  Once again this was somehow Suzette's 
fault.  Gary did get to use his winch along with an 
anchor shaped like a Bronco to pull himself off the 
boulder.  After the group finished the lengthy gate 
keeper, we proceeded up the trail.  This year it 
seemed like every four-wheel drive on the mountain 
decided to run the same trail at the same time.  Just 
about every 15 minutes we needed to negotiate on-
coming traffic.  We needed to wait while one group 
navigated the middle rock garden.  One of these 
vehicles was a Pinzgauer that came extremely close 
to rolling, but by some miracle managed to keep the 
rubber side down.  We finally came to the final water 
crossing that marks the east end of the trail.  We 
said our goodbye's to the Rowland's and headed 
back to camp.  It was a long day and everyone was 

happy to be back at camp. 

 

WINCH LINE 

KEVIN’S BRONCO 

GARY 
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     By the time Monday came around everyone 
was content with relaxing in camp.  The four kids, 
George, Bill, Jerry & Terry took their toys (RC 
rock crawlers) out for a friendly comp in some 
nearby rocks.  The challenge is supposed to be 
the rocks but it always comes down to who can 
fall on their own sword the fewest times.  Only 
two courses were set up but by the time the dust 
had cleared and the blood had clotted, Jerry 
came away with a 10 point win over Terry.  Bill 
and George finished third and fourth respectively.  
Always a fun time crawling with the Ridgecrest 
kids! 
     Once again we had a great turn out for the 
weekend.  This, combined with a great campsite, 
perfect weather and great company made for a 
wonderful weekend.  Thanks to all joined us, 
whether it was for the weekend or just for the day.  
Starting next year this event is going to be moved 
to July 4th weekend.  By then the heat will have 
really set in and the mountains will be even more 
inviting.  I hope to see everyone next year! 

DUES ARE DUE!!   
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES YET??? Call Jim @ 760-371-2458 to 

make arrangements to pay OR pay at the June meeting. $60.00 

($45.00 for CA4WDC & $15.00 club dues)  

This month’s Show–n–Shine will be July 11th 
the first NON-FLEX FRIDAY of the month,  

6:30pm at the Pizza Factory. 
So shine up that 4x4 and bring it on down to  

show it off as well as to have dinner,  
talk Jeeps, and spend some time with friends. 

 
 

 

 

SHERMAN PASS  
By:  Joe & Criss Rodriguez 
     We had 6 Jeeps running yesterday. We arrived at 
Sherman Pass Jeep trail aired down, then when we were 
ready to get on the trail …… BAM!! Transfer case shifter 
on my JK failed!!!  The shifter was moving freely back 
and forth  .... What the …??? 
     Luckily I had a set of bushings for this exact thing, 
cuz of reading a thread a year ago!!! The bushing that 
failed was the one in shifter console. It was a pain to get 
the console loose enough to insert new bushing. An hour 
later we were on the trail. 50 cent part, if you don't have 
one you’re up a creek. 
     It ended up being a great day with great scenery and 
a chance to get out of the heat. We pulled into Kernville 
Brewery; a cold beer and burger tasted so good. Out for 
the trip was Cory & Melissa Ballerestro; Will Brockwell; 
Stan & Karen Dye; Tim & Laurel Fletcher; Cody Vaio; 
and Chris Watson & Chelsea Coen. 

 

EL PASO’s by MOONLITE 
WHEN:  July 12th, meet @ 7:30pm 

WHERE:  USA/Albertson’s parking lot. 

ITINERARY:  Starting at Last Chance, passing Bickle Camp, Sheep Spring,  

& ending at Shooting Range. 

WHAT TO BRING:  4X4 vehicle with lockers recommended; full tank of gas; water &  

snacks for the evening; cameras; light jacket, etc. 

WHO:  Matt Shaw can be reached for questions or to RSVP at: 

760-475-2023 or mcjeepz@verizon.net 
 

mailto:mcjeepz@verizon.net


 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIAN REED is just a phone-call away for YOUR 4-

WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES PART NEEDS at ….. 

PROMOTING PUBLIC LANDS FOR RESPONSIBLE MULTIPLE USE 

 

CLUB CALENDAR at a GLANCE  
Jun 21 Inyo Crest Trail – Jim Kenney 
Jun 25 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Jun 26 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Jul 11 Show-n-Shine, 6:30pm @ Pizza Factory 
Jul 12 El Paso’s Moonlight Run – Matt Shaw – sees 

above 
Aug 27 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Aug 28 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
Aug 28-Sep 1 Bridgeport area – more info later, mark your calen. 
Sep 5 Show-n-Shine, 6:30pm @ Pizza Factory 

 
 

2014 TRAIL BOSSES NEEDED 
JUN      Inyo Crest Trail – Jim Kenney 
 Freeway Ridge – Matt Gardepe 

JUL     12 – El Paso Moonlight run – Matt Shaw 
AUG  28-Sep 1- Bridgeport – Gary Luckeroth 
SEP 

OCT   11-13 Poss. Eureka/Saline Corr. Or Afton 
NOV  7-9 PVD 
DEC   6 Christmas Party 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CONTACT 

Jack Brown to volunteer to lead a run at: 
brown3178@mchsi.com Or:  760-375-3512 

         
    

            

 

 
 

CLUB WEBSITE 
Please check the club website for the latest information 

regarding meetings & runs at: 
www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/ 

 

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL FRONT 
Get updates and information at: 

http://www.nplnews.com/ 
Office located at:  941 E. Ridgecrest Blvd or call @ 760-371-1073 

 

May Meeting HILITES 
     The meeting was called to order by President Randy 
Schortzmann. 
     We welcomed new guests:  Sean & Kimberly DeVore, Sam 
& Lisa Wood, and Harry Baker, CORVA. 
     The minutes from the April meeting were read by Vanessa 
Zurn and approved as read and Jim gave the Treasurer’s 
report. 
     COMMITTEE REPORTS: B of D had their meeting to 
discuss type of 4WD vehicle to be defined in bylaws. 
     TRIP REPORTS:  Jack Brown gave the Sherman Pass, 
reported cutting 12 trees. Gary gave the Big Bear report which 
focused on his troubles & woes. 
     50/50 Drawing:  $71 was taken in and $35.50 was won by 
Cindy Simms. 
      OLD BUSINESS: Harry Baker from CORVA gave an 
overview of what CORVA does; very politically involved; they 
are Interveners, along with Tierra del Sol 4WD Club & 
Ecologic Partners, on the Ocotillo Wells suit brought on by the 
Center for Biodiversity, Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility, and the Desert Protection Council. For more 
information, see:  http://www.corva.org/Ocotillo-Well  
By-Law Change was presented & discussed, and then a 
motion made to ad “street legal” to the vehicle description. It 
was 2

nd
 and passed. 

      NEW BUSINESS: Captain Adina is still interested in 
having a survey done of base fence lines to determine where 
work needs to be done. Representative Kevin McCarthy 
introduced a bill to permanently transfer all base lands to 
NAWS instead of them having to reapply every 25 years. Also 
has proposed adding lands down by Pilot Knob/Blackwater 
Well/Cuddeback Dry Lake. July run, possibly a night run was 
discussed. Joe Rodriguez is leading a Sherman run in June. 
Scott Wood is going to pre-run Mazurka Canyon. Sean Dunn 
is going to Moab sometime in July. Joe announced the Big 
Bear Forest Fest in a couple weeks. August/Labor Day run will 
be to Bridgeport area. 
Joe motioned 4 Club to join CORVA, 2

nd
, & carried. 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our members who are in 

business! 
Scott & Lynn Wood have all of your pet needs  

right here in Ridgecrest! 

mailto:brown3178@mchsi.com
http://www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/
http://www.nplnews.com/

