
 1 

NEVADA ADVENTURE By:  Mary Grimsley   
(Editor’s Note:  Since I have no run reports & needed a story, I have 
included excerpts of our trip to Nevada Ghost-towning with Bill Maddux.) 

      …..“We turned north off Hwy 6 and soon were at our day’s destination in 
the area of Candelaria. A brief cruise of the area for campsite put us a 
couple miles past our turnoff for Candelaria at the site of Belleville, where 
broken glass, cans, tailing piles, and rock walls of a mill site, all mark the 
spot. 
     Camp set up, we went out and explored. The beautiful rockwork of the 
mill was something to wonder about, but when we left there and went to 
traverse the tailing pile (the remains of the processed ore), it became a bit 
exciting. This chocolate brown silty “stuff” was extremely soft and before we 
could warn Bill, he was also immersed in it. Luckily, we both didn’t get stuck 
as we floored it and barely made it across the 200 or so feet. If we had both 
gotten stuck, we would have been in a world of hurt.  We explored across 
the pavement some other trails, before settling in for the night. It was a cold 
night and the morning temperature was something like 20 degrees. 
     ….. Next day, Thursday …… We got back to camp (after going into 
Candalaria), had lunch, then we headed on further north, only for Bill to 
encounter another blow-out on the RV (he had one on the way down to 
TDS). We had to change it alongside the busy highway to Hawthorne, with 
idiot drivers headed south passing trucks, in the northbound lane right 
beside us. Instead of heading for Gabbs which was the original plan, we 
headed on into Hawthorne for Bill to purchase two new tires, so all tires on 
the left side would all be new ones. We then spent the night in a RV park.” 
Next morning, while getting gas, Jerry happened to notice water dripping 
from Bill’s RV. So a stop at the auto parts for Bar’s Leak fixed the problem.” 
……. 
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CB Channel 1   

A “Cousin Jack” at the site of 
Belleville, NV. 

  

Rock Building, most likely a bank 
or business, with steel fire doors. 
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Steel fire 
doors of a 
bank or 
business 
on the 
Main Street 
of 
Candalaria. 
 

 

     ….. In Austin:  “The next morning we got up and again 
I checked Intellicast and the low temp for the night was 
12 degrees. Brrrrrrr!!!! We decided to NOT do the loop 
trip around the outskirts of town, but to head for a lower 
elevation. 
     So Tuesday morning we headed east, then turned 
south down thru the Big Smokey Valley to the road 
headed into Manhattan and Belmont. Jerry took the Jeep 
and went looking for a campsite. 45-minutes or so later 
he came back and we camped at a dirt pile about a half-
mile off the highway, the ONLY place he could find to 
camp. We had lunch, then loaded up and headed back 
up the highway to check out the mining camp of 
Jefferson, which was up a canyon behind the LARGEST 
heap-leach piles you have ever seen and a HUGE open 
pit where all the ore had been removed from. Had a 
pretty drive up the canyon to Jefferson where we found 
some of the most beautiful rock-work you’ll ever 
encounter in a mining camp. The walls to the rock 
houses and mills were works of art, put together like 
puzzles and very sturdy. We found one building that still 
had a roof on it, but otherwise, the rest were just walls. 
There were a couple of buildings that the rockwork was 
pretty shoddy but still standing. We headed back out to 
the present day mining operation and checked out Round 
Mountain before heading back to camp. We sat out in 
front of Bill’s RV (blocking the cold breeze) in the sun for 
a while, before retreating into the warm RV for the rest of 
the afternoon/evening. 
     Wednesday morning I bundled up in a blanket and 
down jacket, as we headed into Manhattan before 
9:00am. The low had been 15 and it was still cold at the 
time of departure. Manhattan is a living mining camp, 
with quite a few occupied homes and a few businesses 
that weren’t open yet. We cruised the main street up & 
down taking pictures, with the Baptist Church (which was 
moved from Belmont) looming high over town being the 
most picturesque.  
     We then headed toward Belmont. Jerry and I visited 
both of these camps over 30 years ago, so were excited 
to be seeing them again. But things have changed a bit, 
especially in Belmont. First off, we eventually hit a “paved 
road” that took us to Belmont. Then, we were very 
surprised to see so many new “homes” and a “pack 
station” that had been built since we were last here. We 
checked out a square smelter chimney first off. This was 
all that remained of some kind of smelter.  
     Of course, the majestic Belmont Court House is still 
very prominent and in great condition. The brick and 
stone walls of Main Street still remain, but as we had 
already heard, the Cosmopolitan Saloon/Theater was in 
ruin. This was such a wonderful piece of history when we 
were last there; a two-story building shell, with sun-rotted 
curtains blowing out the windows, with Cosmopolitan still 
painted on the board across the front. Unfortunately,  
      

 

 

Stone building complete with roof 
still stands in Jefferson. 

The Baptist Church sits on the hill above 
Manhattan. It was moved from 

Belmont in the late 1800’s. 
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Ore roaster we 
found at the 
White Caps Mine. 
It roasted out the 
antimony & 
arsenic from the 
ore before the 
cyanide process 
could be done to 
remove the gold 
& silver. 

 

vandals tore it down looking for gold hidden in the walls 
and under the floor boards (idiots!!!!). Luckily, Bill had 
brought along his Nevada Ghost Town book and 
discovered that there were two mills to the east, outside 
of town, so we went searching for them. The one is a 
round, brick chimney that is really beautiful (Combination 
Mill). Then on down and around behind a hill (with a new 
home built on top), are the brick walls of the Highbridge 
Mill that are just beautiful. We did NOT see this mill 30+ 
years ago and were pleasantly surprised. We drove by 
the “new” church of Belmont back down to the main 
streets, where we took advantage of a picnic table and 
comfort station, before walking around town taking 
photos. We also took in the jail behind the court house, 
where I found a prisoner named Jerry pleading to be 
released. We finished in Belmont and then headed back 
down the road toward Manhattan, where Bill left us to 
return to camp, and Jerry to try to find the White Caps 
Mine when we ran across a couple of Jeeps, parked, 
with the hood up on one. So we stopped to talk to the 
guys, who eventually told us they lived in Round 
Mountain and Hadley, and both worked for the mine. 
They told us that it is the largest heap-leach operation in 
North America (see, I told you the piles were huge), and 
the mine employs 800 workers.  
     We cruised on up the road we were on, which did 
pan out, so went back out to Main Street to the other 
end of town and finally found our way up to the mine. 
Boy, was that a worth-while search; we found the most 
interesting piece of mining equipment we had ever seen 
and never seen before; a 50-foot tall, 20-foot in diameter 
round, steel tower/cylinder, which had 7 doors going up 
all four sides, with a flue going back to the hill side at the 
top to a brick, what must have been a chimney. The 
bottom was up off the ground and lined with brick, and 
was on top of a huge gear. From the top you could also 
see that it turned, but we had no ideas??? We would 
have to look this up and see if we could figure it out. 
There were also several buildings still standing and a 
very large open shaft that we would later find out went 
down to the 1500’ level. It was too bad that Bill did not 
come in here with us.”…… 
     …..”     On our way back to camp, I happened to spot 
2 Bighorn Sheep standing on top of the mountain. We 
stopped to take a few pictures, then discovered 3 more 
much lower and closer, then another popped up over the 
ridge not far from the top. We stopped for about 10 
minutes or so, snapping a few more shots, before 
moving on. When we got back to the quarry, it was nice 
and warm; the warmest we had been all week. We sat 
out in t-shirts and had our last happy hour. It was so n 
ice. 
     Friday morning found us headed toward Montgomery 
Pass, spying another Pronghorn and a band of wild 
horses before dropping back into California.” ….. 

The 
Belmont 

Courthouse 
was once 

the County 
Seat. 

Two Big Horn 
Sheep pose 

on the top of 
this peak, 

while 4 more 
grazed 

nearby. 

 

 

The Highbridge Mill, Belmont, NV. 
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WANTED:  TRAIL BOSSES for 2014. Check the calendar on last page &  
volunteer. It’s not difficult to do, but if you need help, call someone & ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviated Schedule of Events 
FRIDAY 
March 28  9:00am History Symposium – Registration begins @ 7:30am, Symposium starts  
    @ Trona High School Auditorium 
SATURDAY  
March 29 7-10:00am Pancake Breakfast @ Trona Community Church, 83100 Magnolia Ave. 
  9am-3:30pm Car, Truck & M/C Show @ New Hope of SV Foursquare Church, 12315 
    C Street 
  10-11:00am Centennial Celebration Parade – Telescope St. to Main St. to Mountain 
    View St. 
  10-5:00pm Centennial Cook Book & Bake Sale – Trona Sr. Center, 13187 Jones St 
  10-5:00pm BLM Wild Horse & Burro Adoption Exhibition – Street Fair “Old West 
    Exhibits”, 82900 Searles Street 
  10-5:00pm Street Fair Vendors, Food & Entertainment – Two venues:  82900 
    Searles St. & 13337 Main Street (Gem & Mineral Bldg.) 
  10-5:00pm “Austin Hall” Community Vendor Fair – 13200 Main Street 
  10-3:00pm Commemorative Postage Stamp Cancellation – Post Office, 82905 
    Searles Street (also regular hours on Friday) 
  10-5:00pm Music Festival – Three Bands – Old Trona Theater, 13223 Main St., $7.00 
  2-3:00pm “Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social”, Trona Airport, 15490 Airport Rd.,  
    $4.00, 12 & under $2.00 
  2:00pm Till “Deep Pit” BBQ Dinner served, Trona Elks Lodge, 82750 Trona Road 
  Sold out 
  3-5:00pm Former Tronans “Get Together” – Trona Elementary School Cafeteria, 
    13385 Athol 
  7-9:00pm Keeter Stuart in Concert – Old Trona Theater, 13223 Main St. 

In addition, there are various tours available & also the various museums around town  
will also be OPEN for this event. 

There is more info on the official web site @ http://trona-on-the-web.com/trona_files/centennial.html 
 

The Gear Grinders participation in the Trona Centennial Parade & Car Show 
will be discussed at the meeting this Wednesday. 

Jeff McKnight is in charge and will have more details on where and when we will meet,  
and hopefully will have some kind of head count as to who is planning on participating.  
Please email Jeff @ jeff_in_rc@yahoo.com to RSVP if you are planning on being there. 

mailto:jeff_in_rc@yahoo.com
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South-West El Paso’s 

WHEN: Saturday, April 5, departing at 8:00am 
WHERE: USA/Albertsons Gas Station parking lot 

ITINERARY: Start by doing Goler Wash loop. Then travel down Garlock/Randsburg road to EP 
100 and travel up Mesquite Canyon with a side loop. After lunch at Bickel Camp, we will work 

our way up the mountain and cross over Red Butte and down into Last Chance Canyon. We will 
then traverse Bonanza Canyon and then out EP 15 to Hwy 14. 

WHAT TO BRING: This run is open to stock 4x4 and drivers of all skills. Full tank of gas, food, 
water and camera are recommended. Anticipate a warm day. 

WHO: Trail boss is Scott Wood. Have questions or to RSVP, you can reach him at  
619-665-3961 or by email at scottwood27@yahoo.com.  

 

 

WHEN:  April 12-13, 2013 – TIME TBD @ MEETING 

WHERE to MEET: Richmond Road Park and Ride 

ITINERARY: 
Saturday: Ridgecrest to Beatty via Scotty’s Castle. 

To “camp” at the Stagecoach in Beatty, call (775) 553-2419 for reservations & mention 
you live in Ridgecrest for the special rate.  They also have rooms for pet owners.  

Need to call early as they book up fast this time of year. 

Sunday: Carrera ghost town and the marble quarry.  

WHAT TO BRING:   4x4 vehicle; lunch for Saturday; snacks & water for the weekend; 

sandwiches can be purchased at Subway across from the Stagecoach if desired. 

CO-TRAIL BOSS’s:  Donna Kenney & Karen Schortzmann 

Call or email to RSVP or for more information. 

Donna:  760-371-2458 or j.kenney@verizon.net 

Karen:  760-375-5518 or randallschortzmann@msn.com 

 
 

 

FOR SALE:  $300 Gift Certificate for Advance Adapters. Asking $100. Call 
Jerry Grimsley 760-446-3458 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR SALE:  $500 Gift Certificate for Procomp. Asking $200; Currie CE 9900JKF Anti 
Rock Sway Bar kit with steel mounts & steel arms 4 JK front - $250; Currie CE9900 JKR4 Anti 
Rock Sway Bar kt for 4-door JK rear with Currie suspension, steel arms - $200. Both in the 
original package, unopened, untouched by human hands, I have not touched them.   I am trying 
to recoup some loss on my part.  On the way down, I blew out a tire on my motor home.  Got 
down there and found a dead battery in the Landcrusher. These are being offered at roughly half 
their original price. Call Bill Maddux 760-375-2756. 

 

callto:+1619-665-3961
mailto:scottwood27@yahoo.com
mailto:j.kenney@verizon.net
mailto:randallschortzmann@msn.com
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BRIAN REED is just a phone-call away for YOUR 4-
WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES PART NEEDS at ….. 

PROMOTING PUBLIC LANDS FOR RESPONSIBLE MULTIPLE USE 

 

CLUB CALENDAR at a GLANCE  
Mar26 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Mar 27 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 

Richmond Road 
Mar 28-30 TRONA CENTENNIAL CELBRATION – see flier 
Apr 5 South-West El Paso’s run – Scott Wood 
Apr 12-13 Lady Bug Run – Kenney & Schortzmann 
Apr 23 Club meeting, 6:00 PM dinner, 7:00 PM meeting at 

Casey’s steaks & bbq, 1337 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Apr 24 BLM Round Table meeting, 6:30pm at 300 S. 
 Richmond Road 
May 3 Veterans Fund Raiser at Tommy T’s – events start 

at 1:00:  Poker Run; 3:00:  Antique Car & MC 
show; 5:00:  BBQ;  7:00:  Party starts. 

 

2014 TRAIL BOSSES NEEDED 
APR  5 – South-West El Paso’s - Wood 

          12-13 – Lady Bug Run – Kenney 
MAY  TBD – Inyo Crest Trail 
          24-26 Big Bear Bash – Terry Grimsley 

JUN 
JUL 
AUG 

SEP 
OCT   11-13 Poss. Eureka/Saline Corr. Or Afton 
NOV  7-9 PVD 

DEC   6 Christmas Party 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CONTACT 

Jack Brown to volunteer to lead a run at: 
brown3178@mchsi.com Or:  760-375-3512 

         
    
            

 

 
 

CLUB WEBSITE 
Please check the club website for the latest information 

regarding meetings & runs at: 
www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/ 

 

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL FRONT 
Get updates and information at: 

http://www.nplnews.com/ 
Office located at:  941 E. Ridgecrest Blvd or call @ 760-371-1073 

 

February Meeting HILITES 
     The meeting was called to order by President 
Randy Schortzmann. 
     We welcomed new guests Tom & Teresa Cooper 
and Jerry & Francie Sizemore and returning guest: 
Sean Dunn.   
     The minutes from the January meeting were read 
by Vanessa Zurn and approved as amended and Jim 
gave the Treasurer’s report. 
     COMMITTEE REPORTS: BLM Steering Committee 
will feature a report on the drought effecting the burros. 
Emergency Services:  Get flu sjhots, also pneumonia & 
shingles shots if you’re old enough. 
Web Master:  We were contact by the 3rd Annual 
Alabama Hills Days; event is 4/12/14; more info @  
lonepinefilmhisotymuesem.org about the event.    
     TRIP REPORTS:  Jack Brown reported on McIver’s 
Cabin run.    
     50/50 Drawing:  $63 was taken in and $31.50 was 
won by Francie Sizemore. 
      OLD BUSINESS: Jim is still trying to find out about 
CORVA organization dues. No updates on Nightmare 
Gulch. Need responses & comments for Saline Hot 
Springs. Trona is having their Centennial on March 28-
30.     
      NEW BUSINESS: Ryan Camp Tour has to be with 
a Historical Society member. A possible public tour is 
scheduled for May and Oct.  April runs:  4/12/14 the 
annual Lady Bug run. Possible El Paso run with Jim 
Kenney. May runs:  Inyo Crest Trail and Annual 
Memorial Weekend run to Big Bear. Matt Shaw is 
interested in an Isham Canyon run, if anyone is 
interested in going. 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit our members who are in 
business! 

Scott & Lynn Wood have all of your pet needs  
right here in Ridgecrest! 

mailto:brown3178@mchsi.com
http://www.geargrinders4wdclub.org/
http://www.nplnews.com/

