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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
When: No Meeting
Where:

BOARD MEETING
When: January 7th, 2020 7PM Meeting
Where: JEP Autoworks: 1418 Mesa View Street Hemet
Hemet Jeep Club Information
www.hemetjeepclub.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/grou ps/hemetjeepclub/
Hemet Jeep
1 Club Address:
PO Box 841 Hemet, CA 92546

2019 Board Members
Josh Epstein, President
Derek Vanderw aal, Vice President
Jeff Schenk Mike Ledbetter Dan Wilson
Carol Ledbetter, Secretary
Cari DeVore, Treasurer

Pre sident’s Message

Is it Christmas time already? I don’t know about all of you but this is my favori te time of the year. There are not a whole
bunch of difficult runs coming up but we do have two of my favorite, the annual Hemet Christmas Parade this coming
Saturday and then the infamous Christmas Light Parade the weekend before Christmas. Be sure to try to make it to both or at
the very least, one. You will not be disappointed. For those of you that have not made either, it’s a blast! We decorate our
Jeeps and represent the club and have a great time! Most everyone in the valley looks forward to these two events and looks
forward to seeing all of us.
Another great time that you may have missed was Thanksgiving on the bluffs hosted by the Wallaces. We had quite a few
members come out and braved the rain and had a great time and even better food while we hung out in the Cookes EZ Ups
and told lies and ate entirely too much around the propane heaters. The weather trailed off Thursday and we had a couple of
great days of Jeeping where we made it to the HJC Parking meter one day and I heard rumors that the fish traps were found
yet once again! Everyone that came had a spectacular time and I want to personally thank the Wallaces for allowing and
inviting all of us to join in on the fun.
In other exciting news, the annual Thanksgiving meeting is in the books and we are welcoming two new board members, well,
one new and one seasoned – Please make sure you shake Mark and Matt DeVores hands the next time you see them if you
weren’t at the meeting when they got voted in. I realize this next bit of news may be hard to accept but the masses decided to
allow my dictatorship to flourish for one more year. I want to thank all my constituents and I guess all those bribe s really
worked?
All jokes aside, from the bottom of my heart, thank you. This position means more to me than you will ever know and I
cherish it completely. I will say this, I a m going to poke and prod for another president to take over for next year since this is
not my club and I think a fresh attitude and fresh ideas will ultimately be the best thing for the Hemet Jeep Club. Not tha t I
don’t have some great ideas to work with this coming year that I’ll present those at a later date. Thank you for all the support
and kudos over the past 4 years – heck, even the criticism. I know I’m not perfect and I welcome all feedback, good and bad.
Don’t feel shy about coming to me and letting me know what time it is. Heres to year number 5 – Hopefully I don’t get
impeached.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000

In closing this month, I want to personally thank my outgoing Vice President and board member Derek Vanderwall and
outgoing board member Jeff Schenk – I’m going to miss you two this next year. You both did an amazing job and I want the
entire club to know how much you both mean to me and rest of the BOD – You’ll be missed! I’ll try to keep the talking behind
your backs at a minimum at the BOD meetings. xoxo
Till the next campfire….
I encourage you to check out the www.hemetjeepclub.com web site
And Facebook: www.face book.com/groups/heme tjee pclub/
Hemet Jeep Club Address: PO Box 841, Hemet, CA92546

2

Jeep Junk Editor…Josh Eps tei n
(December Deadline ~ December 31, 2019)
i nfo@jepautow orks.com

TO ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS:
There will be no general meeting in December – Membership at the November meeting
voted not to have a general membership meeting

“This is why woman live longer than men” was uttered the night this picture was taken – No matter how old you are, fire
Is still cool and explosions with fire, even cooler.
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Upcoming Events from Trip Chairman Jeff Schenk
If you are interested in leading a run or have an idea for a destination, please don't
hesitate to contact any board member to get it on the calendar--all runs are welcome.
You can contact me @ (951)306-4687 or jeffandjill@verizon.net
HJC Coming Attractions !!

DECEMBER
7
Hemet Christmas Parade – Alvarez
21
Jeep Club Christmas Light Tour – Mercers
28-5 New Years at the bluffs - Wallaces
JANUARY
7
HJC BOD Meeting
11
C4W South District Meeting – Bass Pro Shops Rancho Cucamunga
18
HJC Installation Dinner – Contact Richard Broos
Contact Jeff Schenk to set up your special run – How about a trip up to Big Bear, or Arrowhead or ?...

It may have been rainy, wet, muddy, windy, but we wouldn’t have changed
Thanksgiving at the Bluffs for anything
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INSTALLATION DINNER 2019
Hello HJC members! Our annual installation dinner is right around the corner!
This years dinner will be held on Saturday January 18th at Golden Era golf course.
We would like to invite everyone to join us with cocktails starting at 6pm and dinner being served at 7pm.
The cost for this years dinner is $25 per person which will include dinner and non alcoholic drinks such as ice tea,
coffee and water, you may also purchase a $5 a drink ticket for unlimited beer, wine and cocktails that will be served
by the Hemet Kiwanas club.
Hemet Jeep Club dues of $20 will be collected at the installation dinner. Cal4Wheel dues of $50 are due directly to
Cal4Wheel by members.
Be sure to bring all your hidden mattress money for the infamous raffle!!
Please RSVP to me by email: rdub89@yahoo.com.
We look forward to seeing everyone!
Cheers,
Richard Broos

Installation dinner circa 2015 – do you remember where it was held at?
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MOAB 2020
Easter 2020 falls on April 12, so reserve NOW for your fun-filled week of World Class Jeeping
in Moab. You can cancel if your plans change. Most reserve for 6 nights, arriving on Easter
Sunday and leaving Saturday, April 18. HQ will again be at Portal RV Resort, but there are
other choices; motels, air Airbnbs, etc: this run is intended for Club members only with well setup vehicles with experienced drivers. Contact Roy Davidson with any questions
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HAMMERS TRIP Mitch Hoover
Sometimes simple things bring us huge smiles. I
don’t know about you but I love to watch the
future kids of our off-road community grow and
learn as they get older. We are happy to say we
got to wheel with Leo Simeone “8 years old”
and his family Whom I have met through racing
King Of The Hammers over thanksgiving
weekend.
He navigates his 2008 Polaris 700 by himself
through the toughest of hammer trails thanks to
some fancy seat brackets and extended pedal
box his dad built for him. I know some of the newer club members
have younger kids And I would like to say that there is no better
place to learn to drive than the deserts such as ocotillo Wells Or
even Johnson valley
That ’s how I learned back In the day All of
10 years ago. I urge you to tak e the time and show your kids not
only a fun time c amping. But as well as off roading in a safe
controlled environment When I was in High School I was so
thankful of All the safe techniques I learned from the Jeep club while
being out late wheeling with friends “where we probably shouldn’t
be wheeling at 2 am”
Simple things such as placing a jacket on a
winch line so if it snaps it doesn’t pop at anyone.
What I mean to say is don’t forgot to let your kids get in on the fun! Back at camp? Kids full o f energy?
Mike Hardy hasn’t stopped t alking about how great it is to finally have coil springs? Grab your kid.
Throw him/ or her in the drivers seat. And go for a 4 low cruise around. They will remember it forever
and chanc es are they will want to drive Again

“For the record, the
Simeone family has
three boys of which
all wheel and take
turns with the
rhino”

8

THANKSGIVING AT THE BLUFFS – Stephanie Vanderwall
Thanksgiving at the Bluffs was great!!
Thursday it was raining. A lot. And we had
to fry the turkeys. Thank goodness for the
Cooke's and their huge easy up! It kept us
dry and warm. After Derek and Kody were
done cooking, we cleared out the tent and
set up for our feast. We all huddled in the
easy up and ate an amazing meal. Our club
definitely knows how to cook!
Friday we did the Black Friday trail lead
by my Dad. From there we made our way
to Broken Spade and then the Parking
M eter. The whole run was a blast! Full of
some very technical obstacles. Derek drove
the Cooke's CanAm, so I got to drive our
Jeep. His inner Desert racer came out and he got to fly through some of the washes.
The whole trip was great and we all had a good time.

P.S. For those that were out there and may be wondering. I'm fine. I
have a lot more bruises then I thought. But I'm good. And for those
that were not out there.....Ha! Now you’re wondering what happened.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE BLUFFS – Roy Wallace
Once again Thanksgiving in the desert was great. Bob Kuester showed up early to get dibs on a piece of the desert to
set up camp. By the time Anita and I showed up late Wednesday afternoon there were already other club members in
camp. Jason Cooke brought a couple commercial tents with sides to fend off the weather and also brought a hot tub
with 250 gallons of water! Thursday morning we took a few jeeps out for a couple hours just to play around below the
bluffs and were back in camp by 12:30.
The weather at the Bluffs was only an issue Thursday afternoon when we wanted to prepare and eat our feast but the
tents worked well to keep the wind, rain and cold at bay. We had 2 deep fried turkeys, a ham and all the side dishes
and desserts you could eat. Some of us went away holding our belly’s, moaning. Friday was a beautiful day to go
wheeling. Despite the rain the day before, there wasn’t much standing water or deep mud, at least where we went. We
started off running Black Friday trail but it didn’t seem as difficult this year. From there we headed over to the Parking
Meter by way of Broken Spade Trail. Along the way we found some new areas to explore and put down some fresh
tracks in the mud hills. Lunch on the trail along with watching the kids play in the dirt/mud is always fun.
Saturday a group of us went to do some target practice for a couple hours and then came back to ca mp for lunch. After
lunch headed over toward the Arches by way of the area around the Phone Booth. We stopped at the now signed
“Rock Buggy Notch” which is the waterfall behind the hill. Extra credit goes to Derek Vanderwaal and Mark Rodel with
their jeeps, and Jason Cooke with his long 4 seat Can-Am with 22” tires. They made it look easy compared to others
that where trying to go up it. All in all another great weekend, can’t wait to come ba ck out for New Year’s

Luckily, not one of ours. On the way back to camp Saturday eve, we
stumbled upon a rolled vehicle and helped him get upright. No one
was hurt and the only thing damaged was the rig, and the driver
pride.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE BLUFFS – CONT…

It gets cold in the desert sometimes,
luckily Kody had his 'onsee' to keep warm
Derek V. was let out unsupervised and the
following happened
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THANKSGIVING WITH THE MCCOMAS’ – Mike Ledbetter
Morgan and I are the only club members
and I was the only Jeep and didn't do
much except go up Fish creek for a ways
- nothing exciting. Only picture I have of
the weekend. This was after going up
Fish Creek to Sandstone Canyon and
back on Friday.
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“THE WAY WE WERE”
A LOOK BACK THROUGH OUR HISTORY
DECEMBER, 2019 By Diane Boss, Co-Historian
I thought it would be fun to feature some Hemet Christmas Parade photos of our Hemet
Jeep Club entries from 2005 to 2008, especially since this Saturday, December 7th, Jonny
Alvarez will be heading up our 2019 entry. Enjoy!
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--All members be sure to notify the Secretary of any roster corrections...and especially email changes.

HELP: We need Contributing Writers for the Jeep Junk.. Do you have flair for writing articles?
Apparel Q uestions…
Membership Questions…
Equipment Manager:
Sunshine Committee:
Adopt-A-Trail:
Raffle Questions…
Historian:
JeepJunk:

Jessica Daniels

Email: Jessnhuby@verizon.net
Email: mike.ledbetter@verizon.net
Email: wallacewp@verizon.net
Email: slimshadyhddd@gmail.c om
Email: Danw@dsmt.com
Email: vanderwaal2@yahoo.com
Email: redmountainlady@gmail.com
Email:info@jepautoworks.com

Mike Ledbetter
Roy Wallace
Chris Darling
Dan Wilson
Derek Vanderwaal
Diane Boss
Josh Epstein

**Junk Information … for the November Jeep Junk, please send any information you may have to Josh Epstein at email
info@jepautoworks.com or call 951-675-0203

--SUPPORT O UR SPO NSO RS!!
Please look on page 19 for our sponsors.. Remembe r them when you nee d those re pairs, parts or spe cial
fabrication..
We are currently looking for advertisers for the Jeep Junk and our website - all previous supporters have been removed and
only current advertisers will be listed. Prices for advertisement include both the website and the Jeep Junk
Prices below are in money or in donations and will run for 12 months - or monthly if you so choose
$200 Business card size add in the Jeep Junk and Website
$400 (or $40 a month) 1/4 page ad on both
$600 (or $60 a month) for a 1/2 page ad on both
$1000 (or $100 a month) for a full page ad on both
If yoursel f, or know of anyone who might be interested - have them get a hold of me - I can help with artwork if need be.

Ken Hooten is selling his unreal trailer and freshly rebuilt jeep with a V8 and all the bells and whistles. Only
$65,000.00 Call 951 767-3190. Trailer was featured in FourWheel magazine.

.

RAFFLE -- RAFFLE – RAFFLE -- RAFFLE
Please support the Raffle
Good Luck ! - Derek Vanderwaal
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COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
January 2019

STANDING COMMITTEES
[Appointed/removed by the President. Term: 1 year starting at January meeting.]
HOUSE

Richard Broos

TRIP

Jeff Schenk

FINANCE

Carl DeVore

JEEP JUNK

Josh Epstein

HISTORY

Diane Boss

MEMBERSHIP Mike Ledbetter

SPECIAL COMM ITTEES
[Appointed by the President and/or the Board of Directors. Perform duties as defined in their creation.]
LAND USE

Mike Ledbetter

RAFFLE

Derek Vanderwaal

SUNSHINE

Chris Darling

APPAREL

Jessica Daniels

ADOPT-A-TRAIL Dan Wilson

Committees report to Directors as follows:
Director Ledbetter
Land Use
Cal-4-Wheel
Membership

Director Wilson
Jeep Junk
House
Social Media
Adopt-a-Trail

Director Schenk
History
Publicity & Program
Trip

HJC/bh/1/1/2019
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Director Vanderwaal
Raffle
Sunshine
Apparel
Election

HJC Merchandise Order Form
Mens
Crew T Shirt (Grey or White):
small med large Xlarge 2Xlarge
Pocket T Shirt (Grey):
small med large Xlarge 2Xlarge
Polo Shirt (Grey):
small med large Xlarge 2Xlarge
Longsleeve T (Red):
small med large Xlarge 2Xlarge
Pull Over Sweatshirt:
small med large Xlarge 2Xlarge
Hoodie Pull Over Sweatshirt:
Special Order
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Special Order
Denim Long Sleeve Shirt:
Special Order (logo is on front only)

@$15.00
@$16.00
@$18.00
@$18.00
@$20.00
@$25.00
@$30.00
@$25.00

Womens
Essential Crew T Shirt (Red):
V Neck T Shirt (Red):

small med
small med

large Xlarge 2Xlarge
large Xlarge 2Xlarge

@15.00
@15.00

Kids
Boys Crew T Shirts:
Girls Style T Shirt:

Special Order
Special Order

@$10.00
@$11.00

Miscellaneous
Navy Baseball Caps
Grey Flex Fit Caps
“Skull Cap” Beanie
Fold up Beanie
Tote Bag
Flag
Small Logo Patch
Large Logo Patch
Magnetic Logo Plaques
Screw-On Logo Plaques

@$16.00
@$19.00
@$9.00
@$12.00
@$12.00
@$12.00
@$5.00
@$15.00
@$40.00/Pair
@$40.00/Pair

Logo Stickers:
Large:
1/$3 2/$5 3/$7
Medium:
1/$2 2/$4 4/$6
Small:
1/$1 4/$3 6/$4

Member Name:

Contact Info:

*See Jessica Daniels (jessnhuby@yahoo.com or 951-775-4725) if you are interested in different
colors/styles. Extended sizes available as a special order.

‘
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Hemet Jeep Club Sponsors ~ 2019 ~ Possible Member HJC Discount
The following sponsors have helped the Hemet Jeep Club through their generous donations.
Please thank them by using their services whenever possible!
Thanks to the following for supporting our club with raffle prizes and HJC Discounts.
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HEMET JEEP CLUB
General Membership Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2019 – Golden Era Golf Course
O pening
The regular meeting of the Hemet Jeep Club, Inc. was called to order by President Josh Epstein at 7:24 p.m.
Present: Members present as listed on sign-in sheet.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.
Introduction of Guests - There were no guests to introduce.
Tre asure r’s Re port
Cari reported $9,620.91 in checking and $4,056.58 in savings. The treasurer’s report was unanimously
approved.
Annual Ele ctions
Derek Vanderwaal ran the elections. Donna DeVore moved to close nominations for the office of President,
motion was seconded, and by unanimous consent Josh Epstein was re-elected President for the 2020 term.
Three people were placed on the ballot to fill two director positions: Matt Devore, Mark Devore, and Richard
Broos. Tom Dollarhide moved to close the nominations for director positions, motion was seconded. Members
voted and the votes were tallied; Matt Devore and Mark Devore were elected as directors for the 2020-2022
term.
Dire ctors’ Re ports
Dan Wilson reported attending the Adopt-a-trail meeting on October 23. Grading in Bee Canyon is scheduled next
year, but it is a low priority according to the Forest Service. We now have access to our AAT and Dan will set the
next work party sometime next year.
Jeff Schenk reported on upcoming runs: Thanksgiving at the Bluffs was disc usse d; bring a side dish if you are
going. T he Hemet Christmas Parade is December 7, the theme is “ March of Toys,” and Jonny Alvarez is lead;
staging information to be announced. Jonny reminded members that no candy may be thrown from the vehicles,
but it is OK to walk the route and hand candy to spectators. Off Road Warehouse (ORW) will host an event at
Golden Villa ge on December 12 – 15, 12 – 4 pm. New Years Run at the Bluffs December 28 through January 5,
and is hosted by the Wallaces.
Derek Vanderwaal and Mike Ledbetter has nothing new to report. Josh added that he will send information on the
candidates for President of Cal4Wheel soon.
Old Busine ss
1. Installation Dinner is January 18, 2020, at Golden Era Golf Course meeting room. Cost is $25 per
person. Those wanting to purchase beverages may do so for $5.00 per person for unlimited drinks.
2. The Cal4Wheel Convention 2020 will be held in the Central District; Josh Epstein encouraged all to
attend.
3. Jeeper of the Year award is coming up at the Installation Dinner Josh Epstein asked members to
consider whom they want to nominate.
Ne w Busine ss
1. December General Membership meeting was discussed. Carol Ledbetter moved to not hold a December
meeting. The motion was seconded and approved by the membership.
2. The annual holiday Light Tour was discussed. T he date was changed to December 21 to accommodate
the leader of the event.
3. Club positions open: Raffle Chair and Treasurer are needed for 2020; let Josh know if you are interested.
Trip Re ports:
Panamint, Earl Powers Run, and Operation Desert Fun trips were reviewed. Josh reported on his attendance to
the SEMA Show and commended Roy Wallace for winning an award for at the show for his FC entry.
Announcements
Josh thanked Jeff Schenk, Derek Vanderwaal, and Cari DeVore for their outstanding jobs as board members.
Adjournment Seeing no further business, Josh Epstein adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m. The next general
meeting will be at Golden Era Golf Course. The next Board of Directors meeting is October 22 at the Mason Jar
restaurant 7 pm. Minutes submitted by: Carol Ledbetter, Secretary.
Approved by: PENDING APPROVAL BY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
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HEMET JEEP CLUB
Board Of Directors Meeting Minutes November 19 , 2019
th

Vanderwaal Home, Nuevo California
DRAFT
DRAFT

President Josh Epstein called the meeting of the board to order at 7:12 p.m. Board members present: Josh Epstein, Dan
Wilson, Mike Ledbetter, Carol Ledbetter, Derek Vanderwaal, and Jeff Schenk. Club members present: Richard “ Dub” Broos
and Matt Devore.
Treasurer’s Report. Mark delivered Cari’s report in her absence the balance in checking was $9,620.91 and savings was
$4,056.58.- Schenk/Vanderwaal moved to approve the treasurer’s report, seconded. Motion carried.
Minutes of the last board meeting. Jeff moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting; Dan Wilson seconded. Motion
carried.
Directors Reports
Mike Ledbetter [Land Use, Cal4Wheel, Membership]. Membership – Not much change from the last meeting. More acreage
closed at Pismo, Oceano Dunes; State Parks is closing numerous acres. Looks like we may lose off-highway access to the
dunes.
Dan Wilson [AAT, Jeep Junk, House, Website, Social Media]..Nothing to report
Jeff Schenk [History, Publicity &amp; Program, Trip]. Trips – Jeff reported all upcoming runs are listed in the Jeep Junk. The
Hemet Christmas Parade is December 7. The Hemet Jeep Club Christmas Lights Tour is December 21, led by the Mercers.
Derek Vanderwaal [Raffle, Sunshine, Apparel, Election] – Derek reported raising $396 through the raffl e at the Gen Mtg and
spending $200 for 50-50 winner.
Old Business
1. Change of guard. Matt and Mark Devore were el ected.
2. Awards. Board discussed various awards to be given at the Installation Dinner.
3. Installation Dinner Discussion – Think about award and give suggestions to Josh; Carol will make 10 centerpieces for the
tables. Slide show on the patio, [send email to josh re pics of newer members and Word copies of JJ this year]
New Business
- CA4W BOD – Clovis, last weekend. Bylaw changes in the works. Two changes coming regarding Li fe Memberships. Two
candidates for President. CA4W 2020 Convention is in Clovis and back to the south in 2021. Josh was elected South District
Vice President this past month. Josh is chair for the 2021 Convention; Josh encouraged our membership to become more
involved.
- Hemet Jeep/Chrysler deal ership grand opening sometime around the holidays in December; our club has been asked to
participate in the celebration. The dealership is willing to assist in promoting the Hemet Jeep Club in exchange
December BOD Meeting Announcements
The next General “Thanksgiving” Meeting is Wednesday, November 13, at Golden Era Golf Course; if you have not already
done so, let Josh Epstein know what you want to bring.
New/Old Board of Directors Meeting is January 8, at the Josh’s shop, 1418 Mesa View Street, Hemet. Dinner at 6 pm;
meeting at 7 pm.
Next General Meeting is Installation Dinner, January 18th
Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm.
Respect fully submitted by Carol Ledbetter, Secretary
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THE LAST PAGE…

Thought I would add a little to the JJ every month with a little bit of nothing, something or maybe some humor.
This months is sorta a tech article (which I might do more in depth ones later) of what not to do when wiring – I have seen
some pretty bad stuff on members rigs over the years. You would be amazed!
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