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A Word from the President
 By Wayne Schmid SAVE the DATE

NEXT MEETING:
Saturday, August 8th at Meadow Lake

I hope everyone has been safe and having an amaz-
ing time, whether you are out wheeling or just doing 
your own thing. I want to take the opportunity to 
say thanks to Bert and Brian for being on top of their 
game helping Jeanette and I broke the left front axle 
on Fordyce—and then for Kenny getting my Jeep back 
in tip top condition with RVC axles and dust seals. 
We are ready to roll. This is what I meant by family, 
everyone came together, no one was left behind. An 
Awesome feeling!

Jeanette and I unfortunately have had some personal 
things come up (and work) that have not allowed us 
to be on all the runs this month and look forward to 
possibly making a couple nights at Meadow Lake in 
August. As some of you know, Jeanette’s mom was 
recently diagnosed with brain cancer and she will be 
going back and forth between the two houses until 
treatment and schedules are in place. We hope we are 
able to get back out with our STH family soon.

Vice President
 By Elizabeth Switten

Club Officers 

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.club

Mailing Address: PO Box 859  Weimar CA,  95736

Our Forests, Our Heritage 

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean 

President - Wayne Schmid 

Past President - Eric Heikila 

Vice President - Liz Switten 

Secretary - Suzanne Collard 

Treasurer - Kimber Hoey 

Trail Master - Heather Parker   

State Delegate - Andrea Harris 

Membership - Carl Meyer

Ways & Means - Katrina Salazar 

Communications - Roger Salazar

Editor - Chris Collard

“Our lands -  Use Without Abuse” 

No Report



Trailmaster Report
 By Heather Parker

No report

Trail Calendar
August: Meadow Lake/Fordyce
September: TBD
November: Turkey Shoot
December: Christmas Toy Run: Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Treasurer Report
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership Report
 By Carl Meyer 

A day of fishing at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur, Mexico.

No report

Past President/State Delegate
 By Andrea Harris

Our State Delegate Andrea Harris at American House

Ways-n-Means Report
 By Katrina Salazar

Our W&M Chairperson Katrina Salazar rocks American House 
with her killer kabobs.

There are no reimbursement requests outstanding. 
Waiting for the prorated dues from our two newest 
families to come in to complete the dues process. 
Nothing else to report. Stay safe out there!

See you all at Meadow Lake. 

In keeping with club tradition to hold our August 
meeting in Meadow Lake, we will have an in-person, 
socially distant meeting on Saturday, August 8th at the 
STH campsite. In case you are keeping track, this will 
be our first in-person meeting in four months, and I’m 
sure it will be a welcome alternative to our virtual for-
mat. The meeting itself doesn’t have a set time but will 
be held in the late afternoon/early evening after our 
members have a chance to gather after the activities of 
the day.    

Although there won’t be a Sierra Trek event this year 
due to COVID-19, our club will take advantage of 
the beauty of Meadow Lake and Fordyce without the 
crowds. We will hold our annual potluck dinner at the 
campsite on Saturday evening. Club members are invit-
ed to join in activities being planned for trail mainte-
nance and wheeling that weekend. 

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Our editor Chris Collard chills out at the South Pole, Antarctica. 

It has been a busy month here at the Collard abode. 
We broke ground on the new shop, formed up, and are 
scheduled to pour the slab on August 6; thus, we’ll be 
late getting up to Meadow Lake. We also attended a 
Celebration of Life for our good friend and past STHer 
Ron “Redeye” Schierholt. Not your normal affair, but 
held up at Red Lake in the high sierra. Such a beautiful 
place to say our goodbyes.

We also joined my friends at Crawl and Trails mag-
azines for Crawl the Con. It was an eventful trip, and 
include pulling out the welder to help repair a sheered 
driveline. That was before my new carb started acting 
up—lesson…never wrap up a new carb project the 
night before heading to the trail. All was good until... 
(continued on page 17).

Deadline for the September newsletter will be August 
25. Please be timely.

Our Trailmaster hangs out with her Family of the Year



Secretary’s Report
 By Suzy Collard

Department of Corrections

On July 2nd, the club held its general membership 
meeting via the Zoom website.  The recent cancellation 
of 2020 Sierra Trek prompted discussion about the 
August club meeting and a possible run to Meadow 
Lake/Fordyce on what would have been Trek weekend 
(August 6-9). 

The group also discussed the use of GMRS and HAM 
radio systems and classes/licenses required (HAM). 
Prez Wayne requested a Board of Directors meeting to 
be held immediately following the general meeting to 
review two membership applications that he received.  

As you read this, several STH members, including Uncle Willy and Doug & Andrea, are already up at Sierra 
Trek Base Camp enjoying everything we love about Meadow Lake, sans 600 people. Most of the club had Trek 
weekend scheduled off, and will head up on Wednesday or Thursday. I’d reached out to few of the Friends of 
Fordyce folks several times, but as of this writing I don’t have specifics on the work project. What I do know is 
that we’ll be needed down at Winch Hill 3 to move rock, and I’m guessing this will be on Saturday. Bring your 
work gloves :)

We are scheduled to have our shop pad poured on Thursday morning (lousy timing) and will either be head-
ing up that night or Friday Morning.

See you there,
Chris

The July Treasure Chest Installation Picnic article list-
ed the new STH Board of Directors, and should have 
included Past President Eric Heikila.

Prez Wayne received membership applications for 
Brian and Spring Bohannon and Erik and Kim Ell-
ner. The BOD determined that each family had met 
club membership requirements and would be a good 
fit for our group. Both families were unanimously 
voted into the club. 

Sierra Treasure Hunters welcomes the Bohannons 
and Ellners! 

General meeting attendees included:

MEMBERS:       GUESTS:
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid    Brian and Spring Bohannon 
Eric and Kelly Heikila     Erik Ellner
Andrea Harris and Doug Baker   Amanda Ottino   
Roger and Katrina Salazar   
Kenneth Melton and Heather Parker  
Bert and Liz Switten
Matt and Kimber Hoey
Ron Kellogg
Carl Meyer
Sharon Hedges
Chris and Suzy Collard

Sierra trek 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING



Fordyce Trail by Liz Switten

For the July 4th weekend, many members and guests got together and spent the weekend at 
Meadow Lake and ran Fordyce Trail. Setting up base camp at the STH spot was easy, and though 
there were many people camping around the lake, our site was free of traffic. We were so isolated 2 
guests had a hard time finding us. 

Saturday was spent on the trail. We ran backwards from camp down to the water crossing at Com-
mittee where we stopped for lunch. The trail was uneventful for all accept President Wayne and 
Jeanette Schmidt. Between winch hill 3 and the river crossing, while making a tight turn around a 
boulder, their hard top suddenly grew an affinity for the boulder and decided to give it a hug. Un-
fortunately, that hug resulted in a busted rear passenger window on their hard top. 



Heading back towards camp, right after winch hill 3, 
the u-joint on their Jeep decided it was time to cut ties 
and snapped. Luckily the group behind us included a me-
chanic from WFO in Auburn, who had all the tools and 
experience we could ever hope for. It took an hour for the 
President to get rolling again, though on 3wd. The rest of 
the trail back to camp was uneventful. Though it was slow 
moving and a lot of winching was utilized, everyone was 
back before dinner. 

Sunday was an easy-going day. Most people camping 
around the lake were clogging the road heading out, so 
we choose to pack at our leisure and went to the lake. 
We opened a few awnings on the trailers, ate lunch, and 
played in the water for a few hours. We saw a few bald 
eagles flying around the lake, and watched them fish. It 
was a great end to the Independence Day weekend. 

Member in attendance
Wayne and Jeanette Schmidt
Bert, Liz, and Chloe Switten
Brian and Spring Bohannon
Kenny, Heather, Evan, and Wyatt Melton

Guests
Josh Ira
Ryan and Jamie Doran
Jennifer Sibiilla



Rubicon 



Project Spiderman - `81 Jeep CJ7 Tub By Ron Kellogg

My family and I started 4-wheeling 25 years ago when we 
moved from Oregon to Ukiah, CA.  At that time there was a 
common saying, “off-road vehicles are either bought or built.”  
Having recently moved from Oregon, buying a new TJ Rubi-
con was not an option so, before donating my 1st CJ-7 to son 
Mike,  we found an ’81 CJ-7, from someone who used it as a 
daily driver, and started bolting on all of the “bits” wherever 
they fit, seats, center consoles, speakers, roll cages, wiring, 
etc.  “Rebuild” was not included in the aforementioned com-
mon saying. After the rebuild, the floor of my CJ resembled 
an old road sign used for target practice.  Directly beneath 
the driver’s seat is the catalytic converter, between engine and 
road noise and the heat from the cat, definitely not the most 
comfortable place to be.
  

Tyrone Miller, Line-x on Folsom in Rancho Cordova, has 
been at the last couple of Sierra Trek events.  I finally decided 
it was time to have the interior of the cab sprayed.  It prob-
ably would have been wise to have sprayed the bed prior to 

installing the new roll cage, but Tyrone’s crew really stepped 
up to the plate, they used their fork lift to remove the cage, 
then finished the prep work and sprayed everything except 
the removable floor over the fuel tank.  Brian and I decided 
the floor needed to be built stronger so we fired up the welder 
and made short work replacing it.  The floor was sprayed later 
at no extra charge.  The finished product looks, sounds and 
feels great.  I highly recommend the Line-x team if you are 
considering having any lining work done.

Another roll cage related issue is exposure to sun, wind and 
rain.  Strangely, none of the various soft tops I’ve previously 
used came close to fitting the WFO full roll cage.  I found a 
fellow Jeep owner and off-road enthusiast with a shop very 
close to my house, “Jim’s Auto Top & Upholstery.”  Jim knew 
exactly what I was looking for, I’m really pleased with the 
results, and reasonably priced. 
Safe Wheeing, Ron (aka Spiderman)

The tub pre Line-X

Preping the tub

The super-clean interior after Line-X and soft top

Removing the cage



Crawl the Con by Chris Collard

We wrapped up the driveline fix about 1pm and 
were just past Granite Bowl. With a target of Dirty 
Dozen Camp at Rubicon Springs, we were having a 
leisurely cruise when, at the Walker Hill my en-
gine started acting up and stalled. A quick analysis 
revealed several problems, a vacuum leak which we 
sorted out, and then an absence of fuel. Hmmmm. 
Bypassed the fuel filter (didn’t have a spare) and 
swapped in a new fuel pump, but no joy. It then 
dawned on me that I’d also recently re-worked the 
electrical switch on my dual tanks; and one sound-
ed empty. A quick re-route of tank to (bypassing 
the RV separator switch), and that seemed to solve 
the issue.

Because most CTC folks come a long way to do 
the Rubicon, we had sent the stragglers (driveline 

crew) on to the Springs and had decided to head back 
on our own. Suzy and I made camp at Ellis Creek just 
before dark, fired up a few New York steaks, and en-
joyed a quiet night on our lonesome. Perfect. 

It was probably all for the better, as late in the eve-
ning we were still catching chatter over on the radio 
about the Springs crew trying to repair broken links 
and various bits in the Big Sluice. And then Yogi came 
to visit. About 0200 Suzy woke me up, “there’s some-
thing outside…I think it’s a bear.” Yep, Yogi, apparently 
bummed we stowed all the food and only left him a 
delicious-smelling grill, decided to climb up on the 
windshield. He didn’t get very far, but it got our atten-
tion (we were in the roof top tent). 

It’s really cool to be up on the Con midweek, as that’s 
when all of the out-of-state folks are there. We met 
people from all over the country that drove thousands 
of miles to do a trail that is our backyard. Overall it 
was a great trip, and I’d say were pretty lucky to have 
such a great OHV resource at our disposal any day of 
the week.



Lost Coast, California by Liz Switten

Later in July, the Swittens headed to the coast to 
escape the heat. Bert, Liz, Chloe, and Chloe’s friend 
Dakota spent the weekend enjoying the cooler 
weather, and some much needed sand between the 
toes. They headed to Sinkyone Wilderness State 
Park, otherwise known as the Lost Coast. 

Starting from HWY1, Usal Beach Rd is a narrow 
hard packed dirt road that runs the length of the 
state park. There are a few scenic lookouts before 
Usal Beach, but not much after the beach. You can 
camp in anywhere pulled off along the road, or 
in the campground near the beach. While it was 
heavily crowded at the beach Saturday as we drove 
through, Sunday it was mostly empty and much 
more enjoyable. 

They drove the road through the park with their 
2018 Jeep Wrangler JL Unlimited towing their Off 
Grid 



Trailers Expedition 2.0. The road was not difficult 
at all, they drove 2wd the entire time. It is very nar-
row most of the way thru though. There were many 
times that an oncoming vehicle had to back up a 
few hundred feet for a spot wide enough for pass-
ing. It is not recommended to bring anything larger 
than a jeep trailer on Usal Rd., and a scout vehicle 
would be very helpful for towing anything. 

While foggy and overcast most of Saturday 
and Sunday. Monday morning was beautiful gave 
us clear skies. There was very little wind the en-
tire weekend, and sand stayed out of most of our 
belongings. The two most common places to camp 
are Usal Beach Campground and Needle Point 
Campground. Usal is dispersed, free, there are two 
vault toilets, and no other amenities. Needle Point 
has 5 designated camp spots that are walk-in sites 
and first come first served. They are $25 a night and 
offer spectacular views of grass cliffs overlooking 
the ocean. Needle Point is also a popular staging 
location for the Lost Coast hiking trail, where back-
packers can set up camp anywhere along the trail. 

Getting to the Sinkyone Wilderness from Sacra-
mento, there are two common routes. The first is to 
head up I5 and take HWY 20 west towards Clear 
Lake. Continue on Hwy 20 till HWY 101, then go 
North to Hwy 1. Usal Rd is a slightly obscured dirt 
road on the passenger side right before the coast. 
Another more scenic route is to take I80 West to 
Fairfield then go West on HWY 12 towards Napa. 
Continue on HWY 12 till Hwy 128. Hwy 128 drives 
right through Navarro River Redwoods State Park, 
which is a beautiful forest of relatively young Red-
woods that have yet to gain their girth. Continue on 
Hwy 128 till Hwy 1, then go North past Westport 
until Usal Rd. 




