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Turkey Shoot 2016
by Kathy Medley

We went, we shot, we ate, and we didn’t get
rained on!!! Lol
Kathy, Amy & Don, Nadia & Aidan met at
McDonalds at 7:45 Left about 8:15 after seeing that Kris and the Kids would just meet us
up there. Have to admit it looked pretty
cloudy ad was getting windy and cold, but off
we went.
After a stop at Sly Park for a drop off we got
to the usual site we shoot at on Peavine Ridge
when we got there. I set up the mini kitchen
and started to warm the Chili and Stew. Amy
started scavenging for wood with help from
Nadia and Aidan. Don started prepping the
guns.
Fire started, pots simmering we
started to shoot. Don attempted to
call me chicken but all challenges
were met… lol Eventually Kris
and the kids met up with us. We
stopped to eat, shot some more as
the winds picked up and the
clouds loomed darker and darker
we decided to head down the hill
as I have not driven the Tonka toy
in the snow and Nadia has no
snow experience.

I think I was at house and unloaded by 2, albeit
soaked to the skin, but the chili was yummy with
tortilla chips and cheese and a log on the fire
helped the warm up.
We raised 180.00 not bad for a turkey shoot that
wasn’t!!
Thank you to all that participated,
Kitchen Kween

A Conversation With a 9 Year Old
by Kathy & Merci Medley

A conversation with a 9 year old
Kath: Merci do you know why we go to the toy run?
Merci: Yes… to help little kids that may not have a Christmas if we didn’t give
the gifts.
Kath: Do you know how we started raising money?
Merci: Nope
Kath: When your brothers, Marcie, Emily, Spenser & Nadia were little we had
lots of kids in the club and we had lots of cans to recycle in camp then we started to pick them up on the trail runs. It was a way for the kids to help give back.
Merci: I am glad we don’t do that now yuck that is gross
Kath: Hey… if we are on a run and there is garbage we do pick it up that is
part of what we do on the trails, you know that
Merci: Ya we do do that huh
Kath: What do you like about the toy run?
Merci: I like getting my face painted, eating doughnuts and seeing my aunties.
Remember you told me I could bring Tyson this year
Kath: What about giving the toys?? Seeing Santa?? Hanging with your family?? I guess about Tyson
Merci: It is fun to give the toys, I like the music, but the Santa is kinda scary
and I don’t like candy canes…
We are excited to announce we were able to shop with
520.00. Thank you to the Turkey shoot 180.00, the Ford
Family 100.00 the starting pot of 120.00 and the club
matching 120.00. We spent 509.00 and were able to purchase 2 scooters with helmets, a bike with a helmet and 45
other gifts. Mallory, Jenn, Merci & I shopped at Walmart
and I am proud to report not a single wine about why I
can’t I have something or I want was heard thru the whole
trip!!

A Word From the President—no. 7
by Andrea Harris

Six meetings down, 6 more to go :) Our November meeting at 4 Wheel parts was well
attended and the pizza was delicious. The last two meetings there have been well attended.
Not sure if it’s the location or the pizza. I will try and make sure we are there once per quarter going forward. This month’s meeting was cancelled but please remember that we
agreed to support Winter Fun Festival’s Friday dinner. Kimber is heading this committee
and I encourage everyone to put it on your calendar and come out and support us, even if
you cannot stay for Saturday or Sunday. At our October meeting George provided a wonderful meal highlighted by meatloaf, he has provided the recipe and I have added it to the
newsletter. Thanks George!
A BIG thank you to Kathy, Geoff, Penny, Jen, Merci and Mallory for making our contribution
to the toy run a huge success and those who contributed at the turkey shoot and during
the year. After to toy run it’s time to party! I’m super excited and looking forward to our
Christmas Party this year at the Corbett’s. Please be safe and have a plan if you are drinking, Des & Will have room for overnight guests.
Our next meeting will be January 5th and the DNA residence in Elk Grove, please email me
for the address or directions. Hope to see you there.
Lastly, I wish everyone and their families a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Death Valley...part one of three
by Rory Huber and Cari McCullen

Rory and I spent a week in Death Valley last week. It was such a treat to be able to spend quality time doing what we both obviously love so much. If only we could make a living at it! I had never been to Death
Valley, so you’re going to get this from a first timer’s perspective. Photos provided by Rory of course
The week was all planned out. It was to begin Friday evening after work with the understanding that we
had no idea how far we’d get or where we’d spend the first night. But 2 weeks prior to the trip the Tacoma came up with a pretty serious steering leak that required over a week in the shop and an unmentionable about of money to repair. Once that was fixed, we were set! Or so we thought. Turns out the front
shocks had issues which required rebuilding. Rory’s networking skills came into play and he found a guy
last minute who had spare parts and the time to do the work. By the time we got the truck back and with
packing left to do, we decided to leave Saturday morning instead.
I set my alarm, we got up, had coffee and began packing. Patted several dogs on the head and with a kiss
goodbye, we were off at noon! As Rory said “We’re on vacation, not going to rush!” I couldn’t argue with
that.
The first day landed us at Stovepipe Wells
campground after dark. So we slipped in and
set up camp for the night. I had big plans of
being “off the grid” for an entire week but
that didn’t work out. I think for the better.
The idea that later that week the park would
fill up led us to the decision to hit the touristy spots early and that kept us close to the
campground.
Early morning was eventful. I’m not sure
what time it was but I woke up to beer cans
falling to the ground and rustling. I knew
right away we had a visitor. There were not
very many other people in the campground
that night, must be a critter. I woke Rory and he looked out but couldn’t see anything, then started up
again. We were peering out to see what vicious beast was out there and still couldn’t see anything. Next
thing I hear is Rory saying something like, “Well, are you going to go check it out or what?” I was outside
in my bare feet before I realized what I had just done. I
took that bait and ran with it! Then he saw it! It was
small and fast, very stealthy. “It” turned out to be 3 Kit
Foxes. They didn’t seem scared of me but they did get
away with 2 packages of tortillas. They didn’t even
leave the wrapper.
The first morning was beautiful! The air was clear with
a few clouds coming in and the smell of the desert was
distinct. I will never fall out of love with that. We
packed up camp and took off north towards Saline Valley. Our first “stop” was at Ubehebe Crater and described by Wiki as “…a mile (one kilometer) wide and
500 to 777 feet (150 to 237 m) deep and …from 2,000

to 7,000 years old.” Always fun looking at antiques if you ask me! It was impressive, the air was cold with the
wind from the inbound storm as we stood at the edge. On our way to the Racetrack we stopped at Tea Kettle
Junction where we took the obligatory photo of the truck near the kettles. Gave ourselves a task to create a
really cool kettle to return with.
Recently on Facebook there was a post about
someone driving out on the Racetrack which
is protected and very delicate. We saw many
tracks near the parking area. Walking out to
“the grandstand” which was a bunch of
rocks, large in nature, in the center of the
bed we could see several lone Rocks on the
ground but many had been obviously placed
there by visitors on tire tracks so I don’t think
we saw any legitimate racing rocks.
On the map we got at the campsite, Racetrack road ended at the mouth of a pass that
led to Lippincott Mine, so we decided to go
and see how far we could get. Of course it
goes through! And there were no signs to
stop us. But it was definitely a 4wheel drive road. The pass provided a breathtaking view of Saline Valley and
the Nelson Range. With no real map to guide us (on paper) we were enjoying the technology provided by
Garmin and Lowrance. Talk about fun! We had two navigations systems going at the same time. We managed to confuse both of them at one point or another. We encountered several little roads and crossroads
but it wasn’t too difficult to find our way back to camp. Paid for 2 more nights and set up the tent.
I had the task ahead of time of trying to figure out what the heck we were going to eat for 8 days. I came up
with a solution that worked out well and Rory really liked! I think we determined it’s a keeper although I’m determined to improve on it. Not really
too difficult to put a few meals in foil, wrap up individually servings and freeze the packets ahead of
time. Threw them on the BBQ and let them steam.
One night was salmon w/veggies. Other meals included a chicken breast with asparagus, squash
and peppers and spicy chicken sausage with potatoes, peppers and mushrooms. And so it went. I
impressed my guy and didn’t have to work too
hard at cooking while we were there! Two 30

packs of CL and 2 bottles of Tequila were obvious choices
for evening beverages that would have lasted the week. I
so brilliantly left the tailgate down during a morning stop
at the restrooms and we lost the dry food box, which included the tequila, but we had the Engle full of fresh
food! Stopped at Furnace creek the next night to replenish a few essentials like salt/pepper and tequila and all
was right again.

STH Family - Meatloaf Recipe
from George
My recipe is simple:
I use a small McCormick meat loaf
packet
Add pepper to taste
Add celery salt to taste
1 egg
3lbs 80% lean ground round
2/3 cup seasoned bread crumbs
1/2 cup milk
Bake 1 hour @ 350 degrees

STH Family - Uncle Tom’s Cabin Toy Run
December 10th
Join Overland Journal for a trek to the El Dorado Jeepherder's 3rd annual Toy
Run to Uncle Tom's Cabin, gateway to the Rubicon Trail. We'll be meeting at 7
a.m. at McDonald's (I-80, Foresthill exit) on December 10 and making our way
up to Georgetown. See www.expeditionportal.com for registration details. Registration is free with an new toy (min value $5) and a non-perishable food item.
Hope to see you there. (here is a link to Chris Collard’s video) I
’m sure he welcomes everyone, the more the merrier!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-JN9Fq7aIk for Chris’s video
www.expeditionportal.com for more details

STH Family with photos from Suzy Collard
Chris and I attended the Off Road Motorsports
Hall of Fame dinner held Halloween night in
Las Vegas.

This photo is Merci with Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz
show held at the Harris Center. Kathy and I took her and
another little girl.
Final picture is with my dad in
Warner Robins, GA on his
79th Birthday (Nov 10th).
He has all his hair but the
lighting is deceptive!
He still plays golf 3 times a
week and volunteers weekly
at the USAF museum.
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Dec 3rd: 29th Annual Gold Country Toy Run 9:00am
Dec 3rd: Christmas party at the Corbett’s 4:00pm
Dec 10th: Toy Run to Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Jan 5th: Club Meeting, Doug & Andrea’s 7:00 dinner $5, 7:30 meeting
Jan 13-15: Winter Fun Festival—Friday Dinner support on the 15th

