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A Word from the President
 By Wayne Schmid

SAVE the DATE
NEXT MEETING:

December 3rd
 6:45 PM

Via Zoom
Email will be sent with details

 I hope everyone has had a great month. This 
past Saturday we were able to do a snow run on the 
Rubicon up to Soup Bowl with 5 club Jeeps and 2 
additional guest families, we all had an amazing day. 
Everyone should have gotten the email about post-
poning the Annual Christmas/Holiday Party (those 
Ugly sweaters should be ready to go). Just a reminder 
the Toy run is on and we are looking for donations, 
anything helps as this is a very hard year for a lot of 
people. I feel blessed to be surrounded by an amazing 
group of people willing to help anyway they can. I 
want to take an opportunity to thank everyone for the 
love and support we felt when Jeanette’s mom passed. 
It really meant a lot to us.
Stay safe and we’ll see you at the toy run

Vice President
 By Elizabeth Switten

Club Officers 

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.club

Mailing Address: PO Box 859  Weimar CA,  95736

Our Forests, Our Heritage 

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean 

President - Wayne Schmid 

Past President - Eric Heikila 

Vice President - Liz Switten 

Secretary - Suzanne Collard 

Treasurer - Kimber Hoey 

Trail Master - Heather Parker   

State Delegate - Andrea Harris 

Membership - Carl Meyer

Ways & Means - Katrina Salazar 

Communications - Roger Salazar

Editor - Chris Collard

“Our lands -  Use Without Abuse” 

No Report 



Trailmaster Report
 By Heather Parker

 Please find the attached information about the 
December 5th run. I have been watching the weather 
and if nothing changes by then it may be a dryer run 
than we anticipated. However that could change at any 
moment. 

When: Saturday December 5th, 2020 8:45am 
Where: If you would like to go to the toy drop off with 
us please meet us at the Dairy Queen on Greenback 
and we will head over to the drop off. If you would like 
to skip that part and meet us for the run, we will be at 
the Express Fuel on Shingle Springs Road at 10:00. 

We will make a run to Mckinstry Lake (last year there 
was too much snow to make it to the top) 8 miles of 
easy trail! We will have lunch and head back out. Nor-
mally we potluck but because of Covid if you would 
like to bring enough to share great! Otherwise please 
BYOB and lunch! 

Express fuel:  3920 Shingle Springs Dr, Shingle Springs 
Dairy Queen: 9295 Greenback Ln, Orangevale

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
See you then 

Trail Calendar
December: Christmas Toy & McKinstry Lake
January: TBD
February: TBD
March: TBD

Treasurer Report
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership Report
 By Carl Meyer 

A day of fishing at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur, Mexico.

No report

Ways-n-Means Report
 By Katrina Salazar

Our W&M Chairperson Katrina Salazar rocks American House 
with her killer kabobs.

STH Secretary Suzanne Collard sports her Crocodile Dundee 
attire to chase salties in the Australian Outback.

No outstanding reimbursement requests.
Self isolating and baking cookies.

 Because COVID 19 restrictions on non-essen-
tial gatherings have tightened and we have a number of 
club members with health concerns, the board post-
poned the December 5th, 2020 Holiday party. As re-
strictions change, we will revisit scheduling at a future 
club meeting.  

So, the party could be held as soon as spring, or may-
be we will get to have Christmas in July. Although we 
don’t know when we will gather for the event, keep 
your ugly Christmas sweaters and crazy holiday socks 
handy. No matter what time of year we host our party, 
we don’t want to miss the fun outfits! 

Don’t miss the next club meeting:

When:  December 3rd at 6:45pm. 
Where:  Online.   

 Zoom log in details will be sent by email. You may 
login as early as 6:30 to troubleshoot connection issues 
or just socialize.

Our Trailmaster hangs out with her Family of the Year

Secretary’s Report
 By Suzy Collard

 The November general meeting was held via 
Zoom on November 5th. Attendees included: 

MEMBERS: 
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid    
Liz Switten 
Carrol and Linda Bryant
Kris Bryant
Penny Ford
Matt and Kimber Hoey    
Brian and Spring Bohannon    
Heather Parker and Kenneth Melton  
Erik Ellner
Andrea Harris
Chris and Suzy Collard

GUESTS:
Lucky and Cindy Hilmanofski (former STH members)
Rob Macomber
John and Chantel Artal



Past President
 By Eric Heikila

State Delegate Report
 By Andrea Harris

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Our editor Chris Collard hangs out with his new buddy, a small 
caiman, near Iquazu Falls, Argentina (circa 1998).

STH Past Prez parties with an alien at Sierra Trek

 I need to apologize for my absence these days. 
We are in the midst of building a shop on our property 
and I’ve been on overload with work commitments. 
Big kudos to Heather and crew for taking on the Toy 
Run purchases, and for all who contributed funds for 
this important project. STH has been participating for 
decades, always shows up big, and I’m proud to see 
that tradition is continuing. Suzy and I are hoping to 
join the fun, but I may be committed to a photoshoot 
on the Cal4Wheel raffle Jeep.

Speaking of the raffle Jeeps, if you have not sent in your 
tickets and $$, please do so. For starters, where can you 
win a new JK Wrangler for five bucks. Secondly, with 
nearly all fundraising events cancelled this year, the 
association can really use the financial support. 

No report

 The next North District meeting will be on 
January 9 at the Cal4Wheel building. I will be there 
representing STH and provide a full report.

Cal4Wheel Raffle Jeep
By Chris Silveira

 I have been a member of Cal4Wheel since 
2004. I bought my 1997 Jeep Wrangler and joined 
Cal4Wheel in the South District as a member of the 
Point Mugu Four Wheel Drive Club. In that club, I 
was able to make some lasting friendships and learn a 
lot about four-wheeling, volunteering, and trail main-
tenance. Point Mugu was a great family club and also 
very active in the Cal4Wheel community at that time, 
from helping put on games at Hi Desert Round-Up, 
to hosting our own event, Fright Night. The club was 
always giving of our time and money to help organiza-
tions that support our hobby.

In 2008 I moved up to Santa Rosa, CA and joined 
the Santa Rosa 4x4 Club in the North District. I was 
eager to find another club experience like I had from 
the South District. Well I found it. Santa Rosa 4x4 was 
also involved in Cal4Wheel events in the north such as 
Winter Fun Fest, and helping with projects at the Cal-
4Wheel office in Sacramento. I have made a whole new 
group of lasting friendships in the Santa Rosa 4x4 club, 
which is equally interested in four-wheeling, volun-
teering, and helping the community when possible. All 
values that are important for me to instill in my family. 
My girls love getting out to go four-wheeling and be 
kids, but also are learning the benefits of volunteering 
and the rewards associated with it. I credit Cal4Wheel 
with giving me the opportunity to grow and have these 
experiences.

A couple years ago, I decided to become a life member 
of Cal4Wheel to show my commitment to supporting 
our hobby and Cal4Wheel.

As we all know, this year has been a very trying year 
for our hobby, and our lives. Cal4Wheel is no excep-
tion to the effects of COVID. Most of Cal4Wheel’s 
events have been cancelled. No organization can thrive 
under these conditions. Fortunately, Cal4Wheel also 
raffles away a Jeep every year at Convention. The funds 
raised from this raffle help the association greatly. The 
sponsors that support the Win-A-Jeep are amazing. 
Over the years, Cal4wheel’s sponsors have built some 
pretty incredible Jeeps, with the same goals in mind: 

raising funds for Cal4Wheel.

With a quick google search, there are approximately 
8,000 individual members in Cal4Wheel. Just imagine 
if every member was able to buy just one book of 
Win-A-Jeep tickets, or two! We’re talking some seri-
ous money to help offset some events that have had to 
be cancelled, and possibly help turn around the budget 
to help with our natural resource consultants too. I 
know a lot of us are trying to sell these tickets to our 
friends, family, and co-workers. And that is amazing. 
But I am challenging every individual member of Cal-
4Wheel to buy at least one book of Win-A-Jeep tickets. 
That’s just $20. We all have four-wheel drive vehicles 
that take us to some incredible places and events. So I 
am confident that most of us can afford a $20 book of 
Win-A-Jeep tickets, maybe even two.

I appreciate you taking the time to read this and hope 
you’ll consider the challenge. Happy Holidays and 
hope to see you on the trails. 



Rubicon
By Heather Parker

 The Sierra Treasure Hunters November run was on the Rubicon Trail. We met at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Express Fuel on Shingle Springs Rd and pulled out at 8:45 on the dot. Members in attendance were Kenny 
Melton and Heather Parker, Wayne and Jeanette Schmid, Brian and Spring Bohannon, Roger Salazar and Eric 
Ellner. Guests in attendance were Justin and his wife and son along with John and Chantel. We made it to 
the Loon Lake at about 10 a.m., aired down and hit the trail. Slushy snow made conditions fun and wet. Easy 
ride until we made it to lower walker; all rigs had to be winched up due to slick conditions. We carried on to 
soup bowl. The group took a run at soup bowl with slick conditions. We had lunch and headed back out. All 
vehicles made it off the trail with no damage or broken parts. Brian Bohannon is still the proud holder of the 
STH boo boo bell for now. 



Club Canines
By Suzanne Collard

 A pair of Queensland Heeler, Australian cattle dogs from the Melton-Parker clan is featured this 
month. The family loves this working breed, as Dad Kenneth grew up with them. Meet Copper and Blu. 

December will bring birthdays for both fur babies; Copper will turn two and Blu one year. Typical kids, 
they argue like their brothers Evan and Wyatt. And like the rest of the family, they LOVE going for rides 
in the Jeep. 

Copper joined the crew after the passing of another family dog. He is settling in nicely as a trail dog, 
except that he seems to have a thing for bushes that are too close – he loves to attack them! Once Copper 
actually flew out the window in pursuit of the pin striping devils. Luckily there were no injuries for either 
party and Copper lives to ride another day.

Blu joined the family as a companion for Wyatt. As the younger of the canine brothers, he has already 
showing himself to be a dedicated Jeep dog. If mom Heather goes outside for any reason, Blu follows and 
then sits by the Jeep waiting for her to open the door. He wants to make sure he is not left behind from 
any family adventures!



Collard’s Shop
By Chris Collard

 Adventure Architects’ new global HQ is coming along. Big kudos to my slave labor crew—Lucky, Matt 
Hoey, Will Corbett, Eric Heikila, Uncle Willy, Carrol Bryant) for countless hours of work and many hours of 
head-scratching trying to figure out how this erector set goes together. Suzy and Cindy have been cranking out 
a hot breakfast and lunch every day, and Goofy the dog as kept us on track with the production schedule. We’ve 
had lots of friends stop by to check out progress, including Gary and Monika Wescott of Turtle Expedition fame. 
Hopefully wrapping up the roof today and getting electrical sorted out. C-



STH Calendar


