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A Word from the President
 By Eric “Hurricane” Heikila

Vice President
 Doug Baker

Prez Eric “Hurricane” Santa chills out at the STH Christmas Party

The Vice President submits the customary (and accepted) 
“no report.”

SAVE the DATE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2020

4Wheel Parts 1900 El Camino Ave
6:30 PM Pizza

6:45 PM Meeting Start
BRING A CHAIR, SEATING IS LIMITED.

 Happy New Year to one and all, I wish you all 
health and good fortune for 2020. Many thanks to the 
Kellogg’s for hosting the annual STH Christmas party. 
As usual the white elephant gift exchange did not dis-
appoint, from Kenny’s romantic look into Chris’s eyes 
to Linda’s Grinch-like scolding for stealing the coveted 
Snuggie. I thought for sure I had the sweater contest 
won until Don Juan showed up half naked exposing 
his pecks and stole the trophy.

 With all of the club donations, Kelly was able 
to fill the Jeep with toys and with help from our newest 
club members Jeanette and Wayne Schmid we deliv-
ered our bounty to Santa at the Gold Country Toy run. 
We also joined Chris and Suzie Collard at the Jeep 
Herders toy run in Georgetown with a trip to Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin for festivities then onto a snowy trail ride 
with some sledding. 
  
Notice to all BOD, there will be a meeting on January 
18th where we will be setting the agenda for the year 
along with a review of club bylaws. Suzie will have 
more details at the club meeting on January 9th.
Eric Heikila

Club Officers 

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.com
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Trailmaster Report
 By Kenny Melton

 STH was busy this month with two toy runs and 
several trips up to the highcountry to play in the snow. 

 2020 is here and I’ll be asking each of you what run 
you would like to lead this year. We’ve got Winter Fun this 
month, then the Iron Mountain snow patrol; details TBD on 
this one. We’ve got several weekends that will be good for 
3-day trips if we want to explore more remote areas like the 
Nevada ghost towns.

Trail Calendar
January 24-26: Winter Fun Festival
February 14-16: Cal4Wheel Convention
March: TBD

Editor cont. State Deligate cont.Treasurer Report
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership Report
 By Carl Meyer 

STH Flashback
 STH members explore ghost towns and mining 
camps of Nevada. Circa 1970s

Too many margaritas at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Chef Kenny works his magic on the Sierra Trek BBQ

Our editor Chris Collard chills out in his “happy place,” a warm 
beach in Baja.
 2019 was a banner year for STH, with several 
new members and heaps of great club runs. We did our 
usual volunteer work at Winter Fun and Sierra Trek, as 

No report.

 Nothing new for the Treasurer to report. Outstand-
ing bills and an updated balance will be reported at next 
meeting.

Past President/State Delegate
 By Andrea Harris

Our State Delegate with her entourage Uncle Willy and 
Chief of Staff Doug.

Did you know? Cal4 has a Scholarship Fund.
 The C4WDA Conservation and Education 
Foundation awards three scholarships annually. These 
awards are given in honor of Bud Hammers, a charter 
member of the Tulare County 4X4 Club, one of the 
original clubs that started Cal4Wheel. Bud served as 
President pro-tem until Steve Morris was elected as 
first President. He also served as treasurer for C4WDA 
and served on the Legislative Committee in 1960 and 
1961. He was very supportive and dedicated to our 
cause.

 Scholarships are awarded to help sponsor pri-
vate post-secondary education for selected C4WDA 
members or their children. The scholarship program 
is funded by donations from C4WDA members and 
the recipients of the awards are selected by the Life 
Members of C4WDA. The program is fully funded 
by donations only, so the amount awarded each year 
varies.

 In the past, these funds have gone unawarded. 
The deadline each year is Dec 31st, so start planning 
for next year! Please see me or Cal4wheel.com for 
more information.

 Below is the link to the application: 
https://cal4wheel.com/phocadownload/foundation/
cal4wheel-foundation-scholarship-app.pdf

Cal4 - Advocating for access since 1959
 We maintain a full-time office in Sacramento. 
Our staff and volunteers have worked for decades with 
legislators and land use managers to provide input, 
influence, expertise and manpower to keep lands open 
to OHVs.

 We have two full-time paid natural resources 
consultants who monitor issues facing us locally, state-
wide and nationally, and we also use the services of a 
professional lobbying firm.

 hrough our legal fund, we are able to partic-
ipate in lawsuits to keep our land open, along with 
assisting other organizations with their legal battles.
We keep our members informed about the issues 
through our In GearTM magazine, email alerts, and 
our website.

well as provided good will at the various toy runs. This 
month the Treasure Chest includes our Year in Review, 
a trip down our 2019 memory lane.

 From an editorial side, keep sending in arti-
cles and photos. Also, please send images as attached 
jpg files rather than embedding them in a Word doc. 
There will be plenty of STHers at Winter Fun both on 
BIG snow runs and helping Ron with the Historic tour. 
Who is going to write the article? Don’t forget to send 
in your photos.

The deadline for the February newsletter will be 
Wednesday, January 29, please be timely.  



Ways-n-Means Report
 By Suzy Collard

Suzy and Radar “The Wonder Dog” near Cedar Breaks National 
Monument, Utah.

 The STH Christmas Party was a huge success, 
as always! Many thanks to the Kelloggs for hosting and 
to club members for being decked out in their holiday 
finest, bringing great food, libations, and a variety of 
fun-filled gifts for the White Elephant gift exchange. 
See this month’s newsletter for an article about the 
event.

 January’s activities include 2020 Winter Fun 
Festival based at the Nevada County Fairgrounds: 

• STH is in charge of Friday Night Dinner, with 
Kimber Hoey as the chairperson. Typically, the crew 
shows up mid-afternoon to start dinner prep. More 
details to be shared at the January meeting.
• STH member Ron Kellogg will lead the narrat-
ed Saturday Historical Run with club members as trail 
committee and hosting lunch for participants. This 
year, the Forest City Saloon will be opened for a tour 
with details of its storied past. If not already registered 
for an extreme run, you are encouraged to join Ron’s 
team. Weather permitting, stock vehicles might be 
used for this run. 

Secretary Report
 By Suzy Collard

 The December 5th meeting hosted by 4Wheel Parts 
in Sacramento had one of the highest attendance of any in 
recent memory. 

Meeting attendees included:

MEMBERS:     GUESTS:
Eric and Kelly Heikila   Wayne & Jeanette 
Schmid
Leona Kellogg
Doug Baker and Andrea Harris
Roger and Katrina Salazar
Ken Melton and Heather Parker
Carrol and Linda Bryant
Rich Currie
Don Ogawa
Bert Switten
Carl Meyer
Geoff and Penny Ford
Kris Bryant
Chris and Suzy Collard

 A membership application was submitted by Wayne 
and Jeanette Schmid and reviewed by the BOD. After agree-
ing the requirements had been met, the Board unanimously 
voted to accept the Schmids as new STH members. Wel-
come to STH, Wayne and Jeanette!

STH Christmas Party
By Suzy Collard

 The annual STH Christmas party is the time of year for fellowship with new friends and old. 2019 brought an unprece-
dented number of additional club members and families who have melded together nicely with club veterans, some who have been 
a part of STH for years. A good mix of fresh energy, as well as seasoned members, who can pass along STH’s heritage as we move 
forward into a new decade. The group gathered together to sample good food, a sip, or two of favorite beverages, and lots of belly 
laughs. 

 Ron and Leona Kellogg hosted this year’s event at their Folsom home. Club members started to arrive, many dressed in 
“festive” Christmas attire. One can’t really call them “ugly” sweaters because several were cheery and decorative in a garish, glitzy 
kind of way. This time of year allows folks to boldly step out in all manner of glittery getups, the more tinsel-shine and lights the 
better, it seems. Even the most Scrooge-like types would be unable to resist smiling. People were loaded down with food to share 
and brightly wrapped gifts for the upcoming White Elephant Gift Exchange (the title of this event warrants capital letters to stress 
its absolute significance.) The long-time club members carefully watched each gift arrival, trying to determine which package could 
possibly hold the infamous white elephant.

 Dinner was awesome – everyone seemed to have brought his or her “expert” dish. From savory appetizers, to mouth-wa-
tering barrel-roasted tri-tip to the many side dishes and sweet bites, folks loaded up their plates with a feast. Following dinner, the 
group gathered in the living room to let the games begin! Leona ran the ugly sweater contest as sparkly people strutted their stuff to 
draw votes and the crowd’s applause. It was a close call as Liz Switten’s flamingo-themed dress took home the honors for the female 
contestants and John Allen’s bright lights narrowly won for the guys. This year also brought the return of Chris Collard’s 2014 win-
ning sweater; some may have found it hard to believe that he had held onto such a prize.



 Ahh, the time had come……each person drew their lucky number as the hat was passed. Rules were carefully reviewed…..
each gift had a 3-steal lifespan and whoever had number 1 had the opportunity for a second turn at the end of the game. But wait 
– questions arose. If a person had their gift stolen could they steal the same gift back? (Nope.) Is it actually 3 steals or is it open 
the gift once and maximum of 2 steals? Does the last person get whatever gift they want, even after the 3-steals? (Nope.) As the 
game progressed, hilarity ensued as “thieves” snatched up the popular prizes. Chris Collard brought back his “read-a-note and 
follow-the-directions” gift. No easy feat as the tipsy crowd tried to assist (encourage, implore, beg) Kenny with the instructions. Al-
though initially reluctant, he was a good sport and gained a new sweater and bottle of hooch for his efforts.  But, of course as with 

other gifts, Kenny’s ownership was not for long and he ended up with a Jeep-themed shirt, perfect for him.

 Surprising many, one of the most sought after (fought after?) item was a comfy-blanket sweatshirt kind-of-thing that had 
been on Linda Bryant’s wish list to Santa. A friendship was potentially on the line as Penny’s turn came next. Would she steal? No, 
she would not even consider such an affront to a 40-year-friendship. At this point in the game, smart players realized that a gift could 
be stolen and then a spouse could re-steal that gift. But no amount of coercion could convince Carrol to take this action. He held the 
lucky number one, but this gift reached the 3-steal limit before the game’s end. Don Ogawa’s girlfriend, Debra, boldly snatched up the 
prize for its final steal.

 As the gift pile drew down, the illusive white elephant had not yet made its appearance. Roger and Katrina had to bow out of 
the festivities as she was participating in the California International Marathon early the next morning. (Congrats to Katrina as she 
finished the event with an impressive time of a little more than four hours!) The Salazars trusted Bert with their lucky number. Hmm. 
What could possibly happen? Bert and Liz had their turn and no white elephant….yet when it came time to draw for the Salazars, the 
coveted pachyderm was discovered! Was there a set-up? Conspiracy theorists continue to raise questions. But, no matter. The Salazars 
have the treasured big “E” to display proudly in their home until next year’s party.

 Since 1963 the Sierra Treasure Hunters have been exploring, wheelin’, camping, and supporting Cal4Wheel to keep our sport 
alive. We’ve held epic gatherings, creating lifelong memories. Members have come and gone with the ebb and flow of life events and 
the common thread is our camaraderie. Decades-long friendships have come from this group. For those who may no longer be with 
us, we lift a glass in remembrance of good times together and for those who are new to the club, we welcome you. 



Christmas Toy Runs
 As is tradition, STH spread Christmas cheer and good will this December, participating in sev-
eral toy drives. The Heikilas and Schmids represented the club at the  Gold Country event. Then the 
Heikilas and Collards headed up to Georgetown for the Jeep Herders’ toy run to Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
The first stop was Breakfast at the Corner Kitchen, and after the Uncle Tom’s festivites they went 
looking for snow, which was found near Wentworth Springs. Hurricane and nephew Tommy had a 
great time in a sledding competition while rest of the crew observed and documented their plight 

(Eric gave up after Tommy schooled him on what it is like to be 10). 
A good time was had by all.



Rubicon Snow Run BY HEATHER PARKER

 On Saturday December 7th we made a run to the Rubicon Trail in hopes to run into some 
snow. Meet time was 7 a.m. at Mel’s diner in Placerville for breakfast. About 8 a.m. we gassed up and 
headed up the hill. Weather conditions were ideal; however, more rain was experienced than anything. 
Minimal snow to the trailhead of the Rubicon. The group included members of the Sierra Treasure 
Hunters and a few pals, Heather, Kenny and boys, Carl and Bert of the STH’rs along with Seth, Levi, 
Kelly and Brian.

 All vehicles successfully made it through gatekeeper and headed to top of the slabs. To make it 
back up, we all winched to each other, but it worked. We left with a few booboo’s, Kenny’s steering 
box came partially off the frame, Carl’s power steering pump went out, Brian’s winch was set on free 
spool by accident and ripped out and he also lost his exhaust on the way up the dam. All-in-all a fun 
and wet day! All rigs safely made it out and airing up at 2:45pm. 

Winter Fun

STH Year in Review 2019



Cal4Wheel Convention Snow Patrol, Sonora Rally, and Baja



Snow Runs and Lost Coast Henness Pass Installation BBQ



Hell Hole

Sierra TrekHenness Pass Installation BBQ



Sierra Trek Applegate-Lassen Emigrant Trail



Barrett LakeApplegate-Lassen Emigrant Trail



Club Meetings


