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A Word from the President
 By Wayne Schmid SAVE the DATE

NEXT MEETING:
Saturday, 6:45 p.m. July 2 via Zoom

I would like to thank everyone for such a warm wel-
come to the new position. I look forward to leading 
this club for a while and having fun on the trails with 
all of you. 

I would like to take the opportunity to let you know a 
little about me. We bought our Jeep in 2014 and kept 
it stock for a couple years before we started building 
it. So we aren’t as experienced as some but have a few 
years under our belts. The main reason Jeanette and 
I joined STH was to go wheeling, and what we found 
was an extended family. We could not be happier and 
we’re having so much fun. 

I look forward hearing what activities everyone would 
like to do in the upcoming months. I know it may be 
difficult with COVID-19 but let give it a try. 

It seems that we are looking at doing more overland 
trips, yet still having our rock crawling fun. I hope 
that next year we can get a group together to do Moab 
Easter Jeep Safari. Jeanette and I had an opportunity to 

do that last year and had a good time with our friends 
on and off the trail.

In the past couple weeks, we have had some fun trips, 
Installation Picnic weekend to American House and 
the Sunday run to Poker Flats. And finishing June, last 
Sunday, with a couple hours playing on the rocks on 
the Rubicon with some club members and a couple 
guests.

Hope to see you on the trail!
Wayne 
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 Elizabeth Switten
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Trailmaster Report
 By Heather Parker

With Sierra Trek being cancelled, trail boss Chris Collard 
has moved the July 4 committee training day to Trek week-
end. We’ll talk about an alternate July run at the Thursday 
night meeting. Options would White Rock Lake Lake (near 
Meadow Lake, Lola Montez (near Fordyce Lake, or Straw-
berry.

Trail Calendar
July: TBD at July meeting. 
August: Meadow Lake/Fordyc, or Dusy-Ershim?
September: TBD

Treasurer Report
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership Report
 By Carl Meyer 

A day of fishing at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur, Mexico.

No report this month.

Past President/State Delegate
 By Andrea Harris

Our State Delegate Andrea Harris at American House

Ways-n-Means Report
 By Katrina Salazar

Our W&M Chairperson Katrina Salazar rocks American House 
with her killer kabobs.

 All dues are all up to date. Final payment of STH 
members was made to Cal4Wheel. Please note if you 
sent in your STH dues without a Cal4Wheel dues 
included, I assume you are paying online when due. If 
you need a reminder of when you Cal4Wheel dues are 
required, let me know an I can send one out.
Dues season is completed!
Thank you!
Kimber The next Cal4Wheel North District meeting will be 

on July 18, most likely via Zoom. 

You will find this month’s Ways & Means report as 
part of the report on our annual Installation Picnic at 
American House. 

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Our editor Chris Collard chills out at the South Pole, Antarctica. 

Big thanks to Katrina Salazar and my lovely bride 
Suzy for providing recaps of our American House run, 
and congrats to everyone that was honored with one of 
the STH annual awards. 

We extend more kudos to Matt Hoey, who has been 
digging through the STH archives and sharing with 
the club.

This month you’ll notice a few pages from May 1981, 
which highlight the Sagebrush Scrabble. This was an 
event we sponsored for our own members and each 
year we would invite a few select clubs as guests. As the 
“scrabble” name might indicate, it involved searching 
several hundred square miles of “sagebrush” for letters 
that would complete a word on your scorecard. 

A few of us, (Andrea and Jim Harris, Rich Currie, 
and myself) were fortunate enough to attend several 
Scrabbles before the area around Lake Lahontan began 
to be developed. I still have the original hand-drawn 
maps that charter member George Thompson and 
crew created, each trail named after a club member or 
vehicle model.

The newsletter deadline will be July 27 this month. I’m 
sure lots of folks will be out on the trail, so don’t forget 
to send in your photos to share with the club.

Vice President cont.

Thank you all for voting me in as your Vice Presi-
dent. Since joining the club I have come to view you 
all as family, and am lucky to enjoy our beautiful world 
alongside you. 

Today our exploring has changed. COVID-19 has 
changed many aspects of all our lives. Our normally 
hugging has turned into elbow bumps, and almost all 
of our events have been canceled for the year. Thank-
fully the trails have been open and we have enjoyed 
many runs and weekends together. This time would 
be a lot more challenging for my family and myself 
without you all. 

I hope to live up to all your expectations. If not, I’m 
open to being replaced. I look forward to the next year 
and reporting “nothing new to report” at the meetings. 

Our Trailmaster hangs out with her Family of the Year



Secretary’s Report
 By Suzy Collard

The June 4th club meeting was held via the Zoom 
website. The session included an in-depth discussion as 
to whether or not STH should provide showers at the 
2020 Sierra Trek. Many concerns were raised regarding 
how to keep customers and committee members safe, 
and how to sanitize the units in enviro-friendly man-
ner. In the end, the group voted to forego showers at 
this year’s event.

Meeting attendees included:

MEMBERS:    GUESTS:
Eric and Kelly Heikila   Erik Ellner
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid  Brian & Spring 
Andrea Harris    Bohannon 
Roger and Katrina Salazar  Richard Costigan
Kenneth Melton and Heather Parker  
Bert and Liz Switten
Geoff and Penny Ford
Carrol and Linda Bryant
Matt and Kimber Hoey
Randy Burleson
Sharon Hedges
Chris and Suzy Collard

Sierra Trek Update

As you all probably know by now, Sierra Trek 2020 has been cancelled due to the Covid pandemic. As one of 
the clubs that founded the event more than 50 years ago, the Sierra Treasure Hunters have worked one or more 
committees every year since the inaugural event in 1967. It is the way the world is right now, but we can hope 
that by the time next August rolls around, Covid will be behind us and we can look forward to a rockn’ Sierra 
Trek 2021.

Our plan was to have a trail team training day on July 4th weekend, which ended up being the club run. Several 
could not make that date, and others didn’t want to deal with the 3-day-weekend crowd up there, so I’m post-
poning it until the four-day Trek weekend. Previous STH member Will Corbett replied that it might be a good 
opportunity to run the Dusy-Ershim Trail. The club has done this trail several times, but it requires a minimum 
of four days from Sacramento. Let’s talk about July and August runs at the club meeting. 



American House
By Katrina Salazar and Suzy Collard



After the work project at American House, the club enjoyed the Annual 
Installation event at the campsite. Suzy Collard kicked off the festivities by 
introducing past-past President Andrea Harris. Andrea thanked the outgoing 
board and welcomed the new incoming board members. As Editor Chris Col-
lard was introduced, Suzy chimed in to say that Chris had been inducted into 
the Off-Road Motorsports Hall of Fame. Andrea shared with our guests that 
the club started in 1963 and welcomes inter-generational memberships, like 
that of her own family. As a child, she had joined STH with her parents and 
later returned as an adult, after her military service. 

Suzy then awarded our club annual Treasure Trophies for those present. The 
Best Rock trophy was a picture frame bearing the title and decorated with an 
assortment of lovely stones and a can of Rock Star for winner Kimber Hoey. 
This award is a variation of our traditional Best Bottle Award. Although there 
were undoubtedly bottles found during clean-ups this year, they were all 
overshadowed by Kimber’s discovery of a fossilized sea horse on a run in the 
desert. How unlikely of a find is that? 

Not to be left out, Chris Collard livened the event with a door prize to get 
everyone involved.  After numbers were selected, the lucky winner was 
guest and prospective member, Erik Ellner. Eric was tickled to find a goody 
bag of Jeep-themed swag with miniature bottles of Patron. 

Chris continued with the presentation of a new award this year:  Editor’s 
Choice Award for the club member who presented the best photograph.  
The award was a canvas print of the winning photo with the newsletter title, 
publish date, and photo credit.  This year’s winner was Roger Salazar for 
his photo of JeepNo7 crossing a bridge on the Barrett Lake Trail in October 
2019. Keep your own photos coming into the newsletter as Chris is always 
looking for great cover photos!

Kimber Hoey then stepped up to present a Super Award.  She noted that 
Suzy Collard has been a superwoman for STH. In recognition of Suzy’s 
tireless contributions to the club, Kimber crowned her with a cape, a pow-
er headband, and Glo-Lite wristbands. Not to leave anyone out, Kimber 
shared wristbands for all of the Wonder Women around the campfire.



The most anticipated award, Family of the Year, was presented by Andrea Har-
ris, the most recent past president at the event. Andrea shared that the award 
is given to the family for their outstanding all-around participation in the club 
and recognized the Heikila Family as the previous recipients. The club trophy 
was admired by those around the campfire as we all wondered who would be 
named this year. The mystery was short lived as the 19-20 Family of the Year 
was named to be the family of Kenneth Melton & Heather Parker, Evan & Wy-
att. Honored for their contributions to the club including Kenny’s skills as the 
19-20 Trailmaster, to Heather for stepping up to be the 20-21 Trailmaster and 
offering to Chair the Friday Night Dinner at 2020 Sierra Trek. Congratulations 
Kenny & Heather and thank you for all that you do!



The 2020 Installation Picnic was held at American House, a campground visited by STH 
many times over the years. The trail was thought to be one of STH’s two Adopt-A-Trails but the 
club learned the previous U.S. Forest Service ranger had not processed the official paperwork. 
He has since retired and due to the coronavirus pandemic, contact with the USFS has been 
limited. STH plans to continue reaching out to the USFS to properly document the Adopt-A-
Trail.

Andrea Harris welcomed the new STH Board of Directors members:

President:  Wayne Schmid
VP:   Liz Switten
Secretary:  Suzy Collard*
Membership:  Carl Meyer*
Treasurer:  Kimber Hoey*
Editor:   Chris Collard*
Ways and Means: Katrina Salazar
Trail Master:  Heather Parker
State Delegate: Andrea Harris*
Communications: Roger Salazar *

* Previous year incumbent

This year’s event enjoyed lots of participation, with several guests joining in the trail conserva-
tion work project and dinner festivities. 

ATTENDEES:

MEMBERS:      GUESTS:
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid    Erik and Kim Ellner
Matt and Kimber Hoey    Brian and Spring Bohannon
Andrea Harris and Doug Baker   Amanda Ottino
Ken Melton, Heather Parker, Evan and Wyatt  David Law and Kerry Dorn
Roger, Katrina Salazar     Josh Salazar
Bert, Liz, and Chloe Switten
Don Ogawa
Chris and Suzy Collard







Black Rock with the Turtle Expedition

By Chris Collard



Back in the 80s and 90s, I couldn’t wait to get the next issue of Four Wheeler Magazine. I 
would pore through the pages to find stories from the Turtle Expedition, the global exploits of 
Gary and Monika Wescott. Millions of us lived vicariously through their lens, following them 
on adventures in far-off locales such as Bolivia, Belize, and Tierra del Fuego. One of my favorite 
series of stories was their solo expedition across Siberia…in the winter.

I recall seeing The Turtle IV, the fourth iteration of a long lineage of overland vehicles, cruising 
down Highway 80 (in the opposite direction) as I was going to work. I dang near slammed on 
my brakes to cross the median and catch up with them. Little did I know their home base was 
in Grass Valley. 

As the years went by, I’d talk with them at events like Sierra Trek or SEMA, and when I dumped 
my job at UPS to become a journalist, we worked together on a professional level and became 
friends.



This month we spent a few days in the Black Rock Desert together. I’d pitched a feature story on 
The Turtle V to Wheels Afield Magazine. It may look similar to many “expedition” vehicles you 
see (at the mall), but this one has been around the world…literally. A few years ago the Wescotts, 
along with The Turtle V, completed a two-year 40,000-mile trek through Europe, the Middle East, 
and along the Silk Road to China.

Gary and Monika are great to hang out with. We shared long yarns of travel around the campfire, 
enjoyed their culinary delights (they are big foodies), and soaked in hot springs. They are legend-
ary in the overland circles, and as you might guess, have a never-ending portfolio of captivating 
stories about their travels. The full article on The Turtle V will be in the Fall Issue of Wheels Afield. 
Check it out. 








