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Our Forests, Our Heritage

“Our lands - Use Without Abuse”

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean

A Word From the President

by Andrea Harris

Thank you to 4 Wheel Parts for hosting our May meeting, which also doubles as our annual elections. We
had a good turn out and interest in many of our positions. Here is a brief recap of the new officers elected.
First timer, Lili Bryant is now our secretary-very proud of her for volunteering and look forward to
having her on the board. We had much interest in Membership with Lili, Cari & Carl offering their
services. Cari McCullen is our new Membership officer with a preformed committee to assist her
(Carl & Lili). Carl and his UniMog certainly draw a crowd whenever it is out and about - an adver
tising opportunity? Doug accepted the challenge and is our new Editor, he is already getting an early
(Editor: Ha! Not.) start writing this month’s edition.

As President, I will again make the 12 for 12 pledge, an article for every Newsletter. I challenge all officers
to submit a monthly paragraph or two! Thank you to all who volunteered to serve for another year. Unfortunately, we have one vacancy for our State Delegate position. A suggestion was made to rotate attendance by
a board member and the idea was well accepted and to provide an update to the club at the next meeting.
My first order of new business will be to revisit a previous tradition of scheduling a board meeting with the
new officers and discuss the upcoming year for STH. A date will be scheduled at the June meeting. Speaking of our next meeting, thank you to Penny and Geoff for hosting while we search for a regular meeting
location. I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on June 1st, 7pm...

The Editor Speaks

By Doug Baker
And the beat goes on…

It’s a new year of Sierra Treasure Hunter Club Officers! Things look pretty similar to last year, with notable
exceptions of our new Secretary Lili Bryant, our new Membership officer Cari McCullen, and the slight
shift in editor from one DnA to the other. We also have a vacancy in the State Delegate position. Right
now, there’s an idea to get a different volunteer to attend each quarterly meeting. Who’s first?
As my first issue as editor, I’m definitely feeling the pressure El Jefe often spoke of. It’s nearing publishing
day, and I am seeing a lot of empty space that needs filling. I took some time and reviewed the past fifteen
Octobers of newsletters to get some inspiration. I may try and go through all of them to get a better picture,
but fifteen issues was quite the task.
Some of the stats I found were that we averaged six pages of articles (I didn’t count the cover, list of officers, or calendar). There were 8100 characters making up 1800 words through those six pages of an average
of five articles written by five authors. An average of seven pictures accompanies each newsletter. If you
count the President’s column, the Editor’s ramblings and a run report, we’re only shy two articles for an
average output.
Of course, why settle for average? I would like to see a small blurb from Ways and Means on where the last
meeting was and where the next one will be, even though it’s covered in the minutes. Since the public
doesn’t get access to the minutes, I think it would be neat to show our flexibility in meeting places, in addition to putting a shout out to 4WP for hosting us once a quarter. It would also be an additional reminder for
future meetings or openings for hosting.

The Editor Speaks (cont.)
Another column that’s shown up in the past was an input from the VP. Since that position’s duties include
being all-knowing on the club by-laws, maybe it could be a short reminder of some of the various rules
most of us are not aware of, or have forgotten. It would probably be a quick cut and paste! I’m sure that
those of us that are more in tune with all of the machinations behind a club meeting would like everyone to
be more informed.
A quarterly report from the State Delegate would fatten the issue up four times a year. There’s usually a lot
of info coming out of those meetings that impact us all in some way. Again, including it in the newsletter
does let the public see what we face as representatives of our lifestyle.
I would also like to see some input from the Trail Master. I saw an article in the past that listed some of the
details of the upcoming runs. Again, having this out there in the public domain has the added benefit of allowing prospective members to see where we’re going and where we’ve been. It might even prompt someone to contact us to go along. It’s not necessarily our intent to get more members to join our club, but if it
motivates someone to join a club, or at least the Association, then it’s a win, regardless.
I believe we came to the conclusion a few months ago that we needed a template for run reports as a method of getting more information from each trip. I think we volunteered Kris for the task. Looking at the past
issues, I would suggest having these entries: Trail Boss, Trip Recorder, How many vehicles, list of Members, list of Guests, list of Dogs, a trip summary, and a carnage report. These reports will assist later on in
determining some of the awards that seem to be hard to present lately.
More categories that have shown up in the past are recipes and classified ads. We could throw in How-To’s
for any activity. I’m sure someone knows a trick for something that no one else does. I am going to introduce a column called RearView that takes an article from the past and revisits it as it was printed. I would
also like to add Member Spotlight. I would like to highlight one of our members every month, revealing a
little more than maybe most people know. Obviously, we don’t want to get too personal since it’s going to
be out on the interwebs, but share as much as you’re comfortable.
Since it’s really my intention to make this something that people want to read, I want to hear from you.
What do you want to see in the monthly newsletter? I will accept any submissions from anybody about anything. We don’t have to limit ourselves to off-road only material. Life is about a lot more than that, though
it can be more interesting with its presence!

Ways and Means

By Penny Ford

We had a beautiful weekend in the little town of Washington. Weather was perfect - food was even
better. As usual, none of us went hungry. We ate our meal at a "group spot" that had plenty of seating and
table space. We even had room for more!!!
Attendees were:
Ford's, Rocky, Maggie & Maya
Hoey's, Indy & Pippa
C n L, Reba & Macey Bryant
Karen B, Nadia and Aiden
Kris B, Lili, Gracie and Jake - sorry I've forgotten their two dogs names!! I'll try to get tomorrow.
Carl and Reed Myers & their dog - geez - I'll work on that one too! (That’d be Dakota - Ed.)

Ways and Means (cont.)
Awards Family of the Year went to Kathy and Merci Medley. Always on the runs and always making sure we don't
starve. She is a one woman cooking crew!
Best Picture - Kathy Medley. Caught Amy
and Don at a non-Trek club run. We call it a
rare sighting!
Best Kid Picture - Merci Medley took a fabulous picture during the 2016 DSUSA run well deserved. (You’ll find Merci’s pic on
the cover of this month’s issue - Ed.)
And I'm saddened to say - there were no
more nominations. Looking forward to
many more next year!

Vice President’s Report

By Linda Bryant
This space reserved for future use. ; ]

South of the Border
By Chris and Suzy

South of the Border (cont.)
After covering the NORRA Mexican 1000 I had to be back
in the States in two days. Rather than racing north I left my
truck in storage in San Jose del Cabo. Suzy and I flew down
later and are spending a couple weeks wandering our way
north, visiting some of my favorite beaches and exploring
new ones. One of the wonders of the Baja peninsula are the
17 Jesuit missions placed along the El Camino Real, the
mule track and supply route that threaded its way from La
Paz to San Diego. We also snorkeled with whale sharks in
La Paz, and hiked to the Amerindian cave paintings of
Canyon de la Trinidad near Mulege.

My apologies for the brevity of this article, but
we are still in Baja…and the journey
continues!
Cheers,
Chris & Suzy

Blast From the Past

Member Spotlight

Doug Baker

Birthday April 29th (Taurus!)

Born and raised in Urbana, Ohio

Left Ohio for USAF Basic Training at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX. Technical School at
Lowry AFB, Colorado. First (and only) Active Duty Station at McClellan AFB, CA in 1988 for the Air Force
Technical Application Center as a Systems Repair Technician (electronic stuff). Discharged from Active Duty in 1998. Entered Reserves in 1999. Graduated Explosive Ordnance Disposal school in Eglin AFB, FL for
duty at Travis AFB, CA. Retired in 2014.
I’ve been a newspaper delivery boy, lawn mower, grocery store produce clerk, pizza delivery, janitor, golf
course snack shack operator, furniture loader, UPS sorter and supervisor, seismic instrument technician for
the state, unexploded ordnance technician team member and leader, and explosives specialist for TSA.

I have two sons, Kyle in Ohio, and Erek in South Carolina; one daughter-in-law and one grandson in SC.
I have two dogs, Callen a German Shepherd, and Hannah, a GSD/Malinois mix.
I have a 1986 Jeep CJ7 built for draining my money and occasionally driving off-road. I’ve compounded the
drain with a 1985 Toyota XtraCab SR5. My 2008 Dodge Charger is my (more) reliable transportation. I also
ride around on a 2006 Ducati Sport1000 and a 2015 KTM Duke 390.
Hobbies are reading books (mostly fiction) and magazines (~17 subscriptions), RPG and FPS gaming,
wrenching, wheeling, and traveling (cruising). I would dive more, but it’s expensive because I hate water
colder than the Caribbean.
I’m currently bingeing Arrow, The Flash, Marco Polo, Penny Dreadful, and a couple of anime series.
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