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Club Officers

A Word from the President
By Eric “Hurricane” Heikila

President - Eric Heikila

NEXT MEETING:
THURSDAY, May 7th 2020
Via ZOOM website
6:45 PM Meeting Start

Past President - Andrea Harris
Vice President - Doug Baker

Our Forests, Our Heritage

Vice President
Doug Baker

Secretary - Suzanne Collard
Treasurer - Kimber Hoey

Prez Eric “Hurricane” Heikila parties with an alien at Sierra Trek.

Trail Master - Kenny Melton
State Delegate - Andrea Harris

“Our lands - Use Without Abuse”

Membership - Carl Meyer
Ways & Means - Suzy Collard
Webmaster - Roger Salazar
Editor -

Chris Collard

SAVE the DATE

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean

Hi Folks, I hope you’re all well and safe in this
new period of our lives in 2020. Like it or not, life has
changed for all of us in one way or another and there
will be more adjustments to come; we can all count
on that. I hope this holding pattern we are in subsides
sooner than anticipated so we can get back to doing
what we enjoy most in our hobby/sport.
We have a virtual meeting on Thursday May 7th at
6:45 p.m. Chris will be sending out a new invite for this
session because club elections we will run longer than
what is allowed. That being said, what board position
are you running for? There are several members holding more than one and could use some help, so please
step up get involved and have some fun bring some
excitement and new ideas.
Happy Birthday to all you April and May Babies;
there are many of you!

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.com
Mailing Address:

PO Box 859 Weimar CA, 95736

Stay safe,
Hurricane out!!

The Vice President submits the customary (and accepted)
“no report.”

Treasurer Report
By Kimber Hoey

Trailmaster Report
By Kenny Melton

State Delegate, cont

Ways-n-Means Report
By Suzy Collard

July 18th and the next Board Meeting is June 6th.
Jeff Blewett, our Natural Resources Consultant is
continuing to provide updates on issues relevant to our
sport and legislative updates. Link provided: https://
cal4wheel.com/latest-news/access-issues

A day of fishing at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur, Mexico.

Trailmaster checks out a set of 40-inch tires at 4Wparts

I am in the midst of dealing with the dues process. I
have deposited checks received and am still waiting on a
few stragglers.

No Report

The Cal4Wheel Wheel Dues are due on 6/30 for most
non-life members. A check to Cal4Wheel will be sent in
this month to cover STH members not using the online
payment method.
No outstanding reimbursement request at this time.
Stay safe!

Trail Calendar
May: Installation Picnic. Maybe a 3-day trip to the Nevada
desert?
June: Steak Feed
July: White Rock Lake or Rubicon?
August: Sierra Trek

Past President/State Delegate
By Andrea Harris

Membership Report
By Carl Meyer

Sierra Trek update: I attended the virtual meeting
on April 15th. Planning is underway and Chairman
Jeff Dax and all are hoping things will proceed as
planned but watching developments as they unfold.
I will continue to attend future meetings, whether
virtual or in person, and report back to the club. Below
is the schedule for the next meetings and the trailer
loading that takes place at the Cal4Wheel building.
Sierra Trek Meeting schedule:
May 21 6:30
June 23 6:30
July 20 6:30
July 25 (trailer loading) 8:00am
August 6-9, Sierra Trek
Thank you, Andrea Harris
State Delegate

STH Flashback

STHers tackle Winch Hill 1. Circa early 1980s

Suzy and Radar “The Wonder Dog” near Cedar Breaks National
Monument, Utah.

Although the annual Installation Picnic will be
postponed, I am still looking for nominations for the
STH Treasure Trophies. Gag prize suggestions are
encouraged!
Eligibility: You may enter as many times as you like,
but your treasure must have been found or taken (photo) by a club member on an official club trip between
May 2019 and April 2020.
TREASURE TROPHIES
Best Photography		
Best Rock or Mineral		
Biggest Fish			
Best Bottle			

Most Educational
Most Comical
Most Creative
Most Unusual

In addition to the above trophies, there are a few special awards:
DANCE TROPHY: Who busted a move on the trail or
around camp? Who got their groove on?
No report.

Our State Delegate’s new telecommuting office.
Hello everyone,
A few updates from Cal4Wheel. Meetings and
events continue to be monitored for cancellation or rescheduling. If you have any questions about an upcoming meeting or event, check the Cal4Wheel website.
The North District meeting scheduled for April was
cancelled without being rescheduled. The next one is

PROBLEM CHILD: Most breakdowns in the last year.
You know who you are…
DOOFUS GOOFUS: Pretty self-explanatory….
The STH Boo-bell and Enviro-Nazi awards are to be
given at the time of any infraction throughout the year.

Editor’s Report
By Chris Collard

Secretary’s Report
By Suzy Collard

Our editor Chris Collard chills out at the South Pole, Antarctica.
I’m getting an itchy right foot for a long road trip. It’s
been six weeks since Rich and I returned from Mexico
(highlights herein), and my spring calendar is usually
booked back-to-back with the Easter Jeep Safari, NORRA,
Overland Expo, and Sonora Rally. But everything has been
cancelled or postponed. The upside I’ve had time to tackle
some projects around the property; dig out a septic tank
(crappy job), move an electrical service (dealing with PG&E
is shockingly difficult), and finishing our deck. Oh, the best
part…spending lots of quality time with Suzy:)
Last month we said goodbye to friend and long-time
STHer, Ron Schierholt, and I’ve included a bit about Ron
and some great memories on page nine. In preparation for
Sierra Trek, you will find a registration form and information on the inaugural 1967 Trek (thanks Matt). Trail rides,
meals, and great times for only $10! Ah, the good’ol days.
This year will mark the first Editor’s Choice photography
award. 2020 is in the bag, but when you are out on the trail
start thinking about 2021. Remember the best camera is the
one in you have in your hand.

Due to California’s social distancing requirements,
4 Wheel Parts in Sacramento was closed, and the April
club meeting was held via the Zoom website on April
2nd. Using this new format was a big success as folks
participated from the comforts of their own homes.
One benefit of a virtual meeting is the opportunity to
enjoy your beverage of choice without the risk of driving anywhere post-meeting.
Many members suffering from self-isolation restrictions and the limits of seeing the same faces every
day were compelled to stand out amongst the group
by adding wardrobe changes throughout the meeting.
With a screen view similar to “Hollywood Squares,” hilarity ensued as some folks went incognito and others
shared favorite hats!
Meeting attendees included:
MEMBERS:				GUESTS:
Eric and Kelly Heikila			
Eric Ellner
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid			
Andrea Harris and Doug Baker
Roger and Katrina Salazar
Ken Melton and Heather Parker
John Allen
Geoff and Penny Ford
Carrol and Linda Bryant
Matt and Kimber Hoey
Ron and Leona Kellogg
Rory Huber
Sharon Hedges
Chris and Suzy Collard

STH Parties on Zoom

Ron “Redeye” Schierholt

The Sierra Treasure Hunters lost a long-time friend last month, Ron “Redeye” Schierholt.
I met Ron and his wife, Pam, in 1984 during a Jeep trip up Iron Mountain Road. Ron had
sheered an axle on his Jeep, and we spent a chilly winter afternoon sorting out a fix. In the coming years we spent countless days on the trail together and solved many of the world’s problems
around the campfire with a coldy. Exploring the ghost towns of Nevada, backroads of Baja,
and numerous trails in the Sierra Nevada were regular venues, and Ron would be the first to be
ready to the key and getting out of town. He was an active STHer, serving on a number of BOD
positions (including Editor), chairing many committees, and working at PlayDay, our club’s
fundraiser at the time. Ron and Pam resigned from the club in the `90s to pursue other interests, but we remained friends, sharing those monumental birthdays and such.
He called me in 2000 to let me know he had been diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a rare
form of blood/bone cancer. I visited him while he was in the hospital in Washington, and doctors indicated that life expectancy for the disease was between six months and, at best case scenario, 20 years. I recall Ron saying this news put life in a much different perspective. Thoughts
family, friends, finance, what you might do differently, things you dreamed of but had yet to
pursue. Knowing that each of his coming days would be a gift, he decided to check a few things
off the bucket list, one of which was to learn to play the guitar, which he did, at our wedding a
few years later.

Ron entertains the STH crew with some of his original
tunes at Alfonsina’s Cantina, Baja, Mexico.

Ron loved life, family, and adventure, and bought time by diving headfirst into every
medical treatment known, mainstream or experimental. His road was a rocky one, and
there were a dozen instances when the doctors told him the cancer was growing and his
time was near. But each time we got together or talked on the phone, after describing his
endless rounds of chemo (he became known as “Chemo Man”) and medications that made
him sick as a dog, he’d say, “I took a motorcycle trip to…”, “We were in Death Valley last
month,” “If you go to Baja again I’d love to join you,” and “We are buying a big walnut farm
in Point West.”
Suzy and I visited he and Pam last year at their West Point walnut farm. Yes, they did
buy that farm. Ron was waning and tired from the endless medical treatments, but still
jumped on the tractor and mowed the orchards when he had the energy. His passion for life
was palpable.
I will miss my friend, and hope that whatever greets him on other side resembles an endless dusty two-track and a full cooler of coldies under a palapa on a sandy Baja beach.
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ne of the perks of my career is that I get to do some really cool stuff in some really cool
places. As of late, I’ve also been asked to guide trips in various locales, the most recent being the
Sonora Rally in mainland Mexico. This March, Rich “Tilt Master” Currie joined me south of the
border for a five-day exploration of the Gran Desierto de Altar.

This year, the rally started in Hermosillo, about 400 miles south of Nogales, and threaded a

path into the highest reaches of the Pinacate and down through the vast dune fields of the Sonora. From there we worked our way north along the Sea of Cortes, ultimately landing in San Luis
de Colorado for the checkered flag.

By Chris Collard

This was amidst the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, and though we were mostly off the

grid, we’d been receiving updates from the States—text from our wives indicating we need to
get across the border before it was locked up. If that were the case, we had a backup plan…
head to Baja and ride out the storm on a sandy beach. But alas, we’d had our fill of carne asada
tacos and it as time to head for the barn.

Though I’ve travelled in Baja dozens of times, visiting the Sonora Desert was a eyeopener-

with regard to what lay just 80 miles west across the Sea of Cortes. If a few STHers were up for
a week-long trip, this would be a good option.

STH Archives - September 1967

