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A Word from the President
 By Eric “Hurricane” Heikila

Vice President
 Doug Baker

Prez Eric “Hurricane” Heikila chills out at the STH installation 
picnic.

The Vice President submits the customary (and accepted) 
“no report.”

SAVE the DATE
Next STH meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, November 7th, 6:30 PM at 4 
Wheel Parts Store, 1900 El Camino Ave, 

Sacramento.
BRING A CHAIR, SEATING IS LIMITED.

Thanksgiving is upon us, and not only am I thankful 
for my many daily blessings which are numerous, I’m 
also thankful for the support of our members and 
the STH board. Club attendance has increased with 
most of our monthly runs and meeting. Remember to 
record when and where your trip was, its important to 
keep a log to prevent future trail closures.

Roger continues to make progress with the new and 
improved web site, if you have an idea bring it to the 
meeting for discussion.

We have accepted Ron and Leona’s invitation to host 
the club Christmas party; check the newsletter for the 
time and date…you won’t want to miss it.

I like to say Happy Thanksgiving to you all, may you 
have a blessed day with family and friends.

Eric Heikila.
President 

Club Officers 

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.com

Mailing Address: PO Box 859  Weimar CA,  95736

Our Forests, Our Heritage 

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean 

President - Eric Heikila 

Past President - Andrea Harris 

Vice President - Doug Baker 

Secretary - Suzanne Collard 

Treasurer - Kimber Hoey  

Trail Master - Kenny Melton   

State Delegate - Andrea Harris 

Membership - Carl Meyer 

Ways & Means - Suzy Collard 

Webmaster - Rory Huber

Editor - Chris Collard

“Our lands -  Use Without Abuse” 



Trailmaster Report
 By Kenny Melton

This month’s run will be the annual STH Turkey Shoot. No, 
we don’t shoot Tom the Turkey, but we take out a lot of clay 
pigeons. Details at the November meeting. Also, if you are 
going to Winter Fun Festival and plan to do a run, you’d 
better register ASAP, as trails are filling up. 

Trail Calendar
November: Turkey shoot
December: 2 Toy runs, Lake Natoma and Georgetown
January: Winter Fun Festival, Grass Valley
February: Cal4Wheel Convention
March: TBD

Secretary
 By Suzy Collard

Ways N Means
 By Suzy Collard

Treasurer
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership
 By Carl Meyer 

STH Flashback
TiltMaster guides Chris through the rock garden on 
the Barrett Lake Trail. Circa late 80s

Too many margaritas at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Chef Kenny works his magic on the Sierra Trek BBQ

We will be discussing an alternate meeting location at 
the November meeting, please bring your ideas includ-
ed details on setting and availability. 

The date for the STH Christmas Party has been con-
firmed for Saturday, December 7th. It will be held at 
Ron and Leona Kellogg’s home in Folsom (thank you). 
Start time and other details are pending.

Suzy and Radar “The Wonder Dog” near Cedar Breaks National 
Monument, Utah.Our editor Chris Collard chills out in his “happy place,” a warm 

beach in Baja.

The STH October meeting was held on the 3rd at 4Wheel 
Parts Sacramento, with the following attendees:

MEMBERS:   GUESTS:
Eric and Kelly Heikila  Wayne & Jeanette Schmid
Doug Baker & Andrea Harris Chuck Cuddy  
Chris & Suzy Collard    
Kenneth Melton & Heather Parker
Roger & Katrina Salazar
Don Ogawa
Bert Switten
Matt & Kimber Hoey

October was a busy month for STHers, and this month’s 
Treasure Chest includes a detailed report from our State 
Delegate, Andrea Harris, along with trail reports on the 
Rubicon and Barrett Lake. Rich Currie and I had a great 
time on the Con, and camping at Spider Lake, which has 
been closed to camping for many years, was a treat. I’m 
off to the SEMA show in Las Vegas, then a photoshoot 
the following weekend, but I’m looking forward to the 
Turkey Shoot on the 16th. Rumor has it that Kenny is still 
trying to figure out which is the business end of a gun :), 
so we shouldn’t need too much of a handicap. 

Deadline for December will be November 20th. Please be 
on time with your reports, as I may be heading out of the 
country around the 1st.

Lastly, big kudos to Roger for a great cover shot.No report.

Nothing new for the Treasurer to report. Balance will be 
reported at next meeting.

Past President/State Delegate
 By Andrea Harris

Our State Delegate takes in the views of Yosemite.
If you have gotten this far, then thank you for reading. I 
have taken notes at the North District Meeting with the 
goal of presenting items which I believe to be relevant 
to STH and not making it five pages. Please take special 
note of the upcoming elections and proposed by law 
amendments as some are major. As a club, we will decide 
how to vote for the upcoming elections and proposals. 
Please contact me with any questions or if you would like 
more information. 



26 OCT 2019, Cal4Wheel office
North District Meeting – 18 delegates present

Glenn Reynolds-President (previous equipment master)
Cook Trailer update, new tarps/covers needed for cook trailer due to not being fire retardant.  Cal4 is in the process 
of ordering new tarps for trailer, which will allow use at Winter Fun Festival as required by the fire marshall. They 
will be gray.

Natural Resources Consultant’s Report - Jeff Blewett
New project at the Fordyce Dam, install coffer dam, then seal. Committee trail will be closed in 2021-2024 during 
the project. Access allowed for medical emergencies. Large rain prior to Trek could impact the event until project 
completion. Meaning water flow too high to cross. After the project, the plan is to upgrade camping opportunities at 
Fordyce. Signal peak, one way in, one way out.

Treasurer – Debbie Stephens Duell
No Sierra Trek report provided at this time, pervious meeting she was asked to provide number on the Win-A-Jeep 
sales past fiscal years. These are years listed and profits: 2015-16 38k, 2016-17 41k, 2017-18 17k, 2018-19 26k.

Don Spuhler - By Law amendments presented, these will be published in the IN GEAR for three months prior to the 
Annual Voting at convention.
1) Change life membership, all members who have already completed 25 years of consecutive membership 
would become life members automictically 
Treasure identified that for next three years, that would result in approximately an 8k loss each year from member-
ship dues (currently 475 life members)
2) Add state delegates to represent Life Members for each district-three in total
3) Administrative- Membership, policy change (removes Treasurer’s responsibility) to notify clubs who have 
been dropped for non-payment
4) Adds notice of member meetings, to include digital media, not just the IN GEAR or via first class mail (which 
is the IN GEAR)
5) Administrative – Updating permanent committees listed by removing Competition form the list, with the 
goal of making our liability insurance easier and cheaper to afford
6) Closing the Life membership program. Not allowing any new members into the program and current life 
members will remain life members under the conditions 
of their membership

Elections
Upcoming elections in January meeting for North District. Below are the current nominations for the following posi-
tions:
Membership Chairman - Jack Chapman (current) & Ron Delaney
Individual Member Delegate – Sherry Stortroen (current)
Associate Delegate -Dana Holland (current)
Secretary Treasurer – Kitten Chapman (current)

Cal4Wheel elections & current nominees for Cal4Wheel. Voting takes place at convention.
President, 2-year term – Jack Chapman and Mike McGaritty
State Treasurer – Rene Allen & Debbie Stephens Duell (current)

Win A Jeep: next stop is January 16- 19 International Sportsman Exposition, CalEXPO volunteers needed. Next years 
vehicle to be decided at November Board of Directors meeting.

January 24th WFF: John & Carrie McCreedy chairpersons
Still need a food coordinator, have cook crews for the meals, asking for a host for bingo on Friday.

Sierra Trek: Chairman Jeff Dax, John & Rene Allen co-chair, focusing on marketing for upcoming trek. Jeff asked for 
SOP’s which are not available at this time.

North District: 2022 Convention chairperson needed

Allen Schrage: Cow Mountain 3.5 million dollars in grants approved for the area and 60 miles of new trails, many 
changes and upgrades coming with a new entrance.

Old Business: Board meeting in November, will be working on the event chair SOP’s (Standard Operating Proce-
dures) to be used by future event chairpersons

Next meeting is January 4th, 2020

Andrea

State Delegate, continued

October Run — Barrett Lake
By Heather Parker, Photos by the STH Barrett Lake Trail Crew



On Saturday October 19th the STH club met at 7:00am 
at Fresh Pond. We gathered some snacks and coffee 
and headed for the trail about 8:00 a.m. Rigs hit the 
trail at about 8:40 a.m., weather cool and crisp with it 
eventually raining and causing muddy obstacles on the 
adven-ture up and back. Trail is a lot of fun and can 
accommodate no smaller than 35-inch tires. Once we 
made it to the lake we stopped for lunch, John whipped 
up some amazing hot dogs and Kenny built us a camp-
fire to stay warm while the fog rolled in. Wyatt and 
Reed went exploring while the adults talked shop. Lots 
of laughs and made for an awesome day trip. A couple 
of trail fixes along the road, eventually had to tow out 
John’s Toyota Land Cruiser. Kenny attached a tow strap 
to his 2 door JK and towed John the very last little 
stretch of the trail. All and all a fun-filled day! 

In attendance:
Kenneth Melton & Heather Parker
Bert & Elizabeth Switten
Roger & Katrina Salazar
John Allen
Carl Meyer and guest Omar.









Rolling out of Colfax, Austin and I picked up JP Eater in Weimar and we rolled 
down I-80 headed to the Rubicon. It has been quite a while since I’ve done the 
trail, and the weather was perfect for a fall run through the Con. At the trail head 
we picked up Roger, Jon, and Kenny plus a group that the TLT Master was out ex-
ploring with the week prior. Kenny and company got antsy and went ahead as we 
prepped our guest with a quick history and drivers meeting.



We made our way to the slabs with ease, Chris took some aerial photos from the drone and continued a leisure 
pace to the Soup Bowl. Here we encountered Roger thrashing about trying to traverse the obstacle to no avail, 
and had to back out of it after a lengthy battle. Chase and Rhonda, our guest from North Carolina, attempted as 
well and met the same demise as the Rog. Then there was Jon parked to the side of the trail with a broken center 
pin on his front leaf spring pack. We spent a couple hours fixing the Yota along with a lunch break before making 
our way to Spider lake.

Once at Spider lake we enjoyed the afternoon basking in the warm sun, and for a few brave souls a dive into the 
lake. As for me, I was only dunking my head in the water. As the sun was setting we said goodbye to most of the 
crew, leaving behind three rigs for a night’s stay with a million stars and a roaring camp fire. 

We woke to another beautiful day and enjoyed JP Eater’s gourmet breakfast burritos. I reluctantly packed up be-
fore hitting the trail out. It was decided to go down the gauntlet also known as the Little Sluice, and after survey-
ing and choosing the only line through this mess I still managed to get hung up smack dead in the middle of the 
sluice. Had my spotter said more passenger we could have alleviated some rock throwing. Crawling three hun-
dred yards further we encountered a group with a brake down and needed a welder, so JP Eater offered his up 
for the cause. We spent two hours on this project before someone came up behind us looking for Toyota knuckle 
studs. I hike back down the trail to where I find this kid with his rig winched up a tree and the knuckle almost 
removed. Austin rolled up in Old Blue and I pulled out my knuckle repair kit that even included trunnion bear-
ings—good thing too because this kid was from Florida and was planning on camping for the week. Anyway, we 
made quick work of the fix and supplied premium parts.

Cruising backing to the trailhead was uneventful but enjoyed every moment of it with my son. I will mark my 
calendar for “next October” to revisit the Rubicon when the conditions are just so perfect!

Thanks to all who made this such a memorable trip. Till next time, Hurricane Out!
















